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Archaeology in Leicestershire and 
Rutland 1997 

Editorial note. 

Archaeological notes are presented alphabetically by parish or ward for each of the three new 
unitary authorities created in April 1997. In addition, the notes are no longer grouped by the 
nature of the fieldwork since many projects are multi-stage using a variety of techniques. 

LEICESTER 

ABBEY 

Abbey Park (SK 582 062) Richai:d Buckley and David Smith 

A desk study, followed by field survey, was undertaken by University of Leicester 
Archaeological Services (ULAS) for Leicester City Council to assess the archaeology of 
Abbey Park as part of a feasibility study for a future programme of restoration and 
development. 

Limited survey of Cavendish House sought to identify the earliest surviving fragments 
of building and provide a constructional sequence proceeding from that of the earliest 
material. Although Cavendish House almost certainly incorporated the medieval abbey 
gatehouse, the only visible surviving fabric which could relate to this is the substantial 
chimney standing at the south end of the north-south range. The east-west suite of 
rooms, of which only the north wall survives, incorporated the hall and a series of 
associated offices and chambers at ground and second floor levels and appears to have 
been built c. 1560-70, although it is equally possible that it is a reworked wall of 
medieval date. Resistivity survey adjacent to it failed to reveal evidence of the south wall 
of the range. Much of the present shell of the north-south range (now called Abbey 
House), including fragments of roof structure, is essentially 16th - 17th century work, 
but was clearly restructured on at least four occasions between 1560-70 and c. 1860. 
The potential for the survival of pre-Dissolution fabric hidden beneath later plaster and 
claddings remains however. Survey of a group of stone and brick farm buildings in 
Abbey Grounds indicated that whilst the masonry shells could conceivably be pre
Dissolution, no diagnostic features survived to confirm this. 

Limited survey of the abbey boundary walls has enabled documentation of the 
surviving historic fabric and reinforced the theory that there are two enclosures of 
different dates. The earliest appears to be the northern enclosure, containing the 
claustral buildings and gatehouse of the abbey, together with a group of farm buildings. 
The walls are of stone, extensively refaced, and are perhaps of the 12th to 13th century 
but with major post-Dissolution refurbishment during the Mansion phase of occupation 
on the site in the late 16th - early 17th century. The latter includes the northern gate 
towers, halt way walls and possibly symbolic 'fortified' features overlooking the river. 
The walls of the southern enclosure - including Abbot Penny's Wall with its unique 
brick diaper patterns - were probably added in about 1500, and appear (in the 17th 
century at least) to have surrounded an area comprising mainly gardens and fishponds. 



ARCHAEOLOGY IN LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND 1997 157 

Resistivity survey in Abbey Grounds by Geophysical Surveys of Bradford revealed 
evidence for the south wall of the northern enclosure, earlier garden features, a pond 
(which correlates broadly with the 'horspond' on the 1613 William Senior map), and 
other linear features, some of which may reflect buried wall foundations whilst others 
are possibly paths and boundaries associated with the 19th century Warner's Nursery. 
One area also produced evidence for linear constructional features - possible walls and 
building rubble - in the north part of the southern enclosure. The area around the 
claustral buildings produced rectilinear anomalies, some of which correlate with walls 
on Bedingfield's excavation plans from the 1930s, and others which do not. Other 
features may represent such things as drains, hitherto undetected phases of building 
and rubble derived from the 1930s excavations. 

The archive will be deposited with LM. 

Abbey Park: Abbey Grounds (SK 582 062) Sally Warren 

An archaeological watching brief undertaken by ULAS for Leicester City Council 
during the laying of a new water service main in the north-west corner of Abbey 
Grounds showed evidence of wall footings and a pebbled surface of uncertain date. 
The finds and archive are with LM (A59. l 997). 

Burgess Street/Junior Street (SK 584 049) Richard Clark 

A watching brief was undertaken by the City and County Museums Services during 
groundworks for the creation of a new boundary wall, gatehouse and car park. The site 
lies within the north-east comer of the Roman and medieval town; previous work has 
suggested the presence of Roman structures in the vicinity (SMR ref. 50SE.NX). The 
archaeological observations revealed probable cultivation layers cut by cellars and the 
walls of 19th century houses. Eighteenth and nineteenth century pottery and associated 
artefacts were retrieved from the cultivation soils. No significant archaeological features 
were identified. The finds and archive are with LM (A53.1997). 

Canning Street, Leicester (SK 582 052) Tim Higgins 

An archaeological watching brief by ULAS for Sutton Homes Ltd was undertaken 
during excavation of foundation trenches for a new extension to a textile factory in 
Canning Street. The truncated remnants of possible drainage ditches of pre 19th and 
20th century date were found in three trenches. The archive will be deposited with LM. 

62-64 Churchgate (SK 5864 0482) Neil Finn 

Assessment in advance of the proposed redevelopment of the above properties, to 
include the demolition of existing buildings, was undertaken by ULAS and David 
Smith between the 30th and 31 st January 1997, funded by Wells Associates. 

Numbers 62 and 64 are a semi-detached pair of brick buildings situated at the 
junction of Churchgate and St. Peters Lane. At the time of the survey these were in use 
as a florist's shop and a storage facility for an adjacent furniture warehouse, respectively. 
The buildings date to the early part of the 18th century (c.1730?) and include a 
combination of contemporary architectural features, exemplified in the stuccoed facade 
of the Churchgate elevation, and relic building traditions of the preceding century, such 
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as exposed ceiling beams. The overall impression is of buildings erected during a period 
of transition in architectural styles and constructional practices. 

Number 62 was 'modernised' in the late 18th or early 19th century, with the 
addition of a bay window to the front elevation, bow window to the rear, internal 
panelling and possibly also the present shop front. Despite these and subsequent 
alterations many original features survive. 

The properties may have been purpose-built as retail outlets, or may represent an 
early conversion of domestic accommodation for commercial use. In either case, the 
buildings serve as a marker in the expansion of commercial activity beyond the historic 
core of the town, as defined by its Roman and medieval defences, into the Eastgates 
area and the modern town centre. 

The archive will be deposited with LM. 

St. Nicholas Circle, Vaughan College (SK 5817 0451) Tony Gnanaratnam 

A field evaluation was carried out by ULAS at Vaughan College in April 1997 for the 
University of Leicester, Estates and Buildings Department, in advance of proposed 
building works. Three trenches were examined, two of which produced no 
archaeological deposits, whilst the third revealed probable Roman layers cut through 
by pits and intermediate cut features of 1 st to 2nd century date. These probably 
represent the poorly understood early phases of Roman activity on the site, predating 
the construction of the bath house. No remains, structural or otherwise, were found 
which could be related to the Jewry Wall bath house. The archive will be deposited 
with LM (A52.1997). 

CASTLE 

Friar Lane (SK 5863 0431) Tony Gnanaratnam 

Following evaluation and a watching brief of ground investigations, a limited 
emergency excavation was carried out by ULAS on the line of the Roman and 
r:fledieval town defences at 8 Friar Lane, Leicester, in advance of redevelopment by 
Wolverhampton and Dudley Breweries. Although the site was heavily disturbed by 
19th century cellarage, evidence of early Roman, medieval and post medieval activity 
\!Ybs revealed. 'the earliest levels encountered comprised a 1 st century ditch and a 
slightly later gully running east-west, parallel with the later defences, together with 
traces of late 1 st to early 2nd century cut features, probably pits. A wall footing in the 
eastern part of the site was also possibly of Roman date. This activity appears to 
ptedate the erection of the Roman town defences, probably in the late 2nd century, 
and the gullies may represent early marker ditches. 

Later activity consisted of a series of medieval and post-medieval pits and a wall 
footing of probable medieval date, together with a large east-west aligned cut feature of 
early post-medieval date which may represent the town wall robber trench, although 
this is unproven. Finds and records will be deposited with LM (A49.l 997). 

New Street, Leicester (SK 58535 04355) James Meek 

A watching brief, undertaken by ULAS for H.I. Properties at 13 New Street, Leicester 
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whilst drains were being installed, prior to conversion into flats, revealed no 
archaeological deposits. The archive will be deposited with LM. 

Raw Dykes Road, Freemen's Wharf (SK 582 029) Sally Warren. 

An archaeological watching brief undertaken by ULAS during the ground reclamation 
for a link road between Raw Dykes Road and Eastern Boulevard, Leicester revealed 
considerable modern disturbance and no evidence of archaeological features or 
deposits. 

Silver Street, Leicester (SK 585 045) Sally Warren 

An archaeological watching brief during ground investigations at 6-8 Silver Street, 
Leicester showed no evidence of archaeological deposits or features. The work was 
undertaken by ULAS on behalf of Drew-Edwards Keene. The archive will be 
deposited with LM. 

York Road/Oxford Street (SK 585 039) James Gossip 

Two phases of work comprising evaluation followed by excavation, were carried out by 
ULAS on land to the north, south and east of the Fullback and Firkin Public House, 
Oxford Street. In January 1997 excavation followed an evaluation of the site on the 
corner of Oxford Street and York Road in advance of the construction of student 
accommodation by J.P. and M.T.A. Brydon (A130. 1996). During the following 
summer the area of land previously occupied by the Republic Car Park (on the eastern 
side of Oxford Street) was also excavated, following the results of the evaluation (A54. 
1997). This work was also due to the imminent development of the site for student 
accommodation by Willowbrook Properties. 

The York Road site revealed several Roman ditches which were probably defining 
the layout of plots to the east of the Roman road from Tripontium to Leicester's south 
gate, during the late 1st or 2nd centuries. These were superseded by three Roman 
burials, one of which contained a small jar placed next to the head. A grave containing 
only the complete skeleton of a dog was also excavated. Analysis has shown this to have 
been a small hunting breed, perhaps similar to the modern Dachshund. Incised marks 
made by the point of a knife on a bone below the ear of the animal may indicate 
sacrifice. The combined traits of grave goods, orientation and animal sacrifice/burial, 
suggest that this was a pagan cemetery, perhaps in use during the 4th century AD. 

Medieval occupation of the south suburb was represented by the remains of a 
building fronting onto Oxford Street. This comprised stone foundations of east and 
west facing walls, a cobbled surface and a slate capped drain probably of 12th or 13th 
century date. More intensive occupation was indicated by numerous medieval cess and 
rubbish pits typical of 'back-yard' activity. 

Part of a large curving ditch adjacent to, and running partially beneath the 'Fullback 
and Firkin', contained finds of Civil War date. The ditch may be part of the defensive 
'hornworks' reputedly dug in this area during the siege of Leicester, and was similar to 
a ditch seen during the Bonner's Lane excavations (Finn forthcoming) on the opposite 
side of Oxford Street. Finds and records are to be lodged with LM (Al30 1996). 

The Oxford Street site revealed deposits of similar date. The first period of activity 
was represented by a complex of Roman ditches, probably the continuation of late 1 st 
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or 2nd century plot definition on this side of the Roman road from Tripontium to 
Leicester. 

This was followed by a period of use as a cemetery, as shown by the discovery of 
eight graves. Dating is problematic, but pottery suggests that the cemetery was in use 
between the 2nd and the 4th centuries AD. Two of the grave fills contained hobnails, 
one contained a complete vessel (similar to that from York Road), and in another an 
additional skull (missing the mandible) had been placed below the feet immediately 
outside the coffin. One of the burials was that of an infant. Burial traits, especially the 
inclusion of grave goods, suggest a pagan burial practice. 

The badly truncated remains of a Saxon sunken-featured building were located in 
the centre of the site. This comprised a shallow sub-rectangular feature 3.2m in length 
with three post holes cut through its base. The original width of the feature could not 
be established due to truncation by later features. The fill of the feature contained 
predominately Roman pottery although some Saxon pottery was also found. Evidence 
of Saxon occupation has been seen previously 50m to the west of the site on the corner 
of Bonner's Lane and Oxford Street (Finn, forthcoming). 

Medieval activity was well represented by a number of large circular cess and rubbish 
pits up to 2.5m in depth, which were probably dug into the back yards of properties 
fronting onto Oxford Street from the 12th to the 15th centuries. In addition to these 
pits was a well which had been backfilled with cess and other domestic waste. Pottery 
from the fill of the well suggests a 14th century date. Three timber posts were found 
preserved in the well fill along with an almost complete medieval leather shoe. 

Evidence of post-medieval activity was sparse, and the site appears to have gone out 
of use during the 16th or 17th century. Deposits sealing the medieval features may 
indicate an agricultural phase of land use, perhaps superseding the dereliction or 
demolition of the south suburb. Post-medieval features close to the boundary wall with 
the 'Fullback and Firkin' public house (formerly the 'Olde Bowling Green') may have 
been associated with activity to the rear of the public house during the 18th century. 

Finds and records are to be lodged with LM (A54. l 997). 

Bibliography 

Finn, N., (forthcoming) Excavations at Bonner's Lane, Leicester. 

EVINGTON 

64 Main Street, Evington (SK 6283 0307) Richard Clark 
A watching brief was undertaken during groundworks for the creation of a new drive. 
The site lies within the historic settlement core of the village of Evington. The limited 
excavations undertaken revealed no features of archaeological significance. A small 
collection of 18th and 19th century earthenwares were recovered from the site. 
Artefacts and site records are held by the LM (AS 1.1997). 

MOWMACRE 

Bevan Road, Mowmacre: land offGlebelands (SK 575 099) Richard Clark 
The Leicester City Museum Service undertook archaeological observation during top 
soil stripping prior to the construction of a residential development. The groundworks 
exposed the truncated remains of the medieval ridge and furrow field system running 
approximately east-west. No other archaeological deposits or finds were recorded 
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during the watching brief. A subsequent metal detector survey undertaken by Mr Brian 
Kimberley produced a denarius of Severus Alexander (AD 230). (SMR ref. 50NE.FS). 

The finds and archive will be deposited with LM (Al0.1998). 

STONEYGATE 

London Road/Stoughton Road, Leicester (SK 605 032) Sally Warren 
An archaeological watching brief undertaken by ULAS for Severn Trent Water during 
the directional drilling and laying of new water mains along Stanley Road, Ashfield 
Road and Stoughton Drive North showed no evidence of the Roman Gartree Road or 
any other archaeological features. 

WESTCOTES 

Former Pex factory site, Duns Lane (SK 042 581) Tim Higgins 
An archaeological watching-brief was undertaken between November 1996 and 
September 1997, by ULAS for William Davis Ltd., during redevelopment of the 
former Pex factory site on the west bank of the Soar, near West Bridge. The work 
identified waterlogged deposits, possibly relating to Roman or earlier channels of the 
Soar, which contained plant and insect remains. It is hoped that further analysis will 
shed light on the nature of the environment and topography in this area. Evidence for 
the line of the approach of the Fosse Way towards the river crossing at West Bridge 
was also recorded. This comprised eight successive re-metallings of the road surface, 
along with a side ditch containing finds of the late 2nd to early 3rd century. The 
presence of yard surfaces and scatters of building materials also suggests the presence 
of extra-mural settlement, perhaps taking the form of ribbon development along the 
line of the Fosse Way. A fuller report will appear in Transactions in due course. Finds 
and archive will be deposited with LM (Al 39. 1996) 

WEST HUMBERSTONE 

Humberstone, Towers Hospital (SK 61 05) Richard Clark 
A series of archaeological observations were undertaken by the Leicester City 
Museums Service during topsoil stripping and groundworks for a residential 
development. The site lies to the south-east of a possible Roman cemetery recorded in 
the mid 19th century during construction work for the hospital (SMR ref. 60NW.CK). 
A post-medieval windmill (60NW.AQ) appears on 19th century maps immediately to 
the north of the site. The watching brief retrieved a thin scatter of medieval pottery 
associated with the truncated remains of the medieval ridge and furrow field system. 
However, no significant archaeological features were identified; the finds and archive 
are lodged with the LM (A9. l 998). 

WEST KNIGHTON 

Knighton, Leicester (SK 598 015) Sally Warren. 
An archaeological watching brief undertaken by ULAS for Severn Trent Water Ltd. 
during the laying of new water mains along Newmarket Street, Gilliver Street and 
Chapel Lane in the Knighton area of Leicester showed evidence of earlier road 
surfaces. No other archaeological remains were revealed, however. 
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WYCLIFFE 

Humberstone Gate, Leicester (SK 588 046) Sally Warren. 
An archaeological watching brief undertaken by ULAS during the digging of test pits 
for ground investigation purposes in Humberstone Gate, Leicester for Leicester City 
Council showed evidence of a possible medieval road surface and some industrial 
activity using animal products, possibly the tanning process. Fragments of a leather 
upper and sole were also recovered from these deposits. Finds and archive will be 
deposited with LM (ASS.1997). 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

Ab Kettleby Church Jenny Allsop 

During the second phase of a watching brief by Jenny Allsop, Mary Hatton and Gerry 
Beever (Melton Fieldworkers) over four deep soakaways and associated drainage 
trenches in the churchyard, large amounts of material were found relating to the 
Roman villa under the chancel of the church discovered during Victorian restoration 
works. The remains of walls thought to relate to the villa were found in-situ to the east 
of the chancel in an area undisturbed by burials. Finds included roof tile, flue tile, 
worked stone (limestone and ironstone), tessera of several colours and type and 
painted wall plaster. Pottery finds have yet to be analysed. The villa can now be limited 
to a rectangular area 30m by 20m centered around the chancel of the church but at an 
angle of 12 degrees from the E-W line of the church. Typically for this area, the villa is 
on well drained soil, a south facing slope, and is less that 0.5km away from Six Hills 
Roman Road (Saltway). 

Ab Kettleby 

Fieldwalking to the east of Melton Road behind 'Sugar Loaf' Public House, produced 
flint cores, worked flakes and tools suggesting a significant flint working site on a 
higher platform close to a small stream. 

Ashby de la Zouch, The Bull's Head, 67 Market Street, (SK 3586 1679) Neil Finn 

A watching brief with contingency for emergency excavation and building recording, 
undertaken by ULAS between February and April 1997, constituted the final phase of 
archaeological intervention during the refurbishment of the grade II* listed Bulls Head 
public house. 

Preceding stages of survey and structural evaluation (TLAHS, 71, p. l 02) had served 
to determine the likely impact of the proposed alterations on the historic fabric of the 
building and on buried archaeological remains within the area of the works. The 
subsequent amendment of certain aspects of the proposed works ensured that the 
impact upon the 15th and 16th century timber framed ranges of the building was 
minimal. 

Alterations to the run of 18th and 19th century buildings to the rear of the property 
revealed evidence of the development and use of these buildings over the past 250 
years. Limited excavation to the rear of the property revealed evidence of buried 
archaeological remains of late medieval date, broadly contemporary with the earliest 
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phase of timber framed building. The fragmentary nature of these remains, however, 
and the small size of the areas investigated, precludes any detailed interpretation. A 
stone-lined well, 6m deep, uncovered during groundworks has been preserved a.p.(j is 
now visible, beneath a glass panel in the floor of the bar. 

The archaeological work wa.s fin;mced by Allied Domecq Leisure. The archive will 
be stored with LMARS (X.A2. 1997). 

Ashby cle la Zouch, The BuU's lie~()., 67 Ma.rtet Street, 
(Sl< 3586 1679) Richard Pollard 

A watching brief by the author for LMARS complemented work by UL.AS (TLAHS 
71,p.102; Finn, above). A photographic record was made of exposed strucn,u:a\ 
elements, notably in the north truss of the 16th century rear extension and in the east 
bay of the late 15th century two-bay structure. The archive is with LMARS (X.Al 7. 
1997). 

Ashby de la Zouch, The Lamb Inn, Market Street, (SK 35811673) Tim Higgins 

An archaeological watching brief was maintained by ULAS, for Bass Taverns Ltd., on 
internal alterations and the excavation of foundation and service trenches in the kitchen 
and back yard of the Lamb Inn public house, Ashby de la Zouch, a grade II listed 
building. Evidence of earlier post-medieval buildings and garden soils were exposed in 
the trenches. After the removal of walls, ceilings and plaster, three timber beams were 
exposed which were subsequently recorded prior to being covered up with new plaster, 
and in one case relocated. The finds and archive are with LMARS (Al 33. 1997). 

Birstall, Front Street, (SK 5975 0882) Tim Higgins 

An archaeological evaluation was undertaken by ULAS, for Sutton Homes, on the 
proposed residential development at Front Street, Birstall, Leicestershire. The results 
of the evaluation revealed the presence of some archaeological features, such as post 
holes and gullies, in a limited area in the north-west comer of the site. These were 
found in the back gardens of properties that once fronted on to Front Street. Although 
sealed by modern make ups, they are likely to be impacted upon under the proposed 
development. No other significant archaeological deposits were found in the other 
trenches, which contained foundations of modern buildings or deep make up for 
landscaping. The finds and archive will be deposited with LM (A23. 1997). 

Blaby, Bouskell Park (SP 570 975) Sally Warren 

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken by ULAS for Blaby District Council 
during the groundworks for a new footpath. This revealed an assemblage of medieval 
pottery and scattered stone debris possibly associated with medieval enclosures. The 
finds and archive are with LMARS (X.Al2. l 997) 

Blaby, 24 Chapel Street (SP 570 980) Richard Pollard 

The construction of two houses within the historic village core occasioned a watching 
brief by the Parish Archaeological Warden, Mike Saunders, for LMARS. A brick-lined 
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well was recorded, cutting through natural river gravels above the River Sence. The 
archive is with LMARS. 

Burton and Dalby: Great Dalby (SK 75 14) 

Steve Houghton of the Melton and Belvoir Search Society has found a Roman site 
yielding pottery of 2nd to 4th century date. 

Burton and Dalby: Great Dalby, Burrough End (SK 7445 1409) Richard Pollard 

Steve Houghton, for LMARS, observed the construction of a dwelling in a vacant plot 
east of White Cottage. No significant archaeological deposits were observed; the only 
finds recognised were sherds of post-medieval pottery. The archive is with LMARS. 

Castle Donington, Remington (SK 451 298) 

A geophysical survey was undertaken by GSB Prospection in response to the proposed 
western extension of Hemington quarry by Lafarge Ennemix. These revealed the 
courses of possible palaeochannels. 

Castle Donington, Remington Fields 
(SK 455 298) Matthew Beamish and Patrick Clay 

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken by ULAS during topsoil stripping 
and gravel extraction at Hemington pit, Tamworth Road, Castle Donington by Lafarge 
Ennemix. This revealed further medieval palaeochannels and an east-west aligned 
ditch. The finds and archive will be deposited with LMARS (A34. 1994). 

Castle Donington/Lockington-Remington: 
An evaluation across the projected line of the Remington Bridges 
(SK 46 30) Lynden Cooper. 

An archaeological evaluation in advance of the phase 4 extraction at Hemington Quarry 
by Lafarge Ennemix was undertaken by ULAS between 18th and 21 st 
March 1997. The objective of the work was to test for the southern continuation 
of two of the medieval bridges excavated in 1993 (Hemington Bridges II and III) 
or any associated features such as a causeway or the 'Portray' road which is 
known to have passed through the quarry area (TLAHS, 68). Trial trenches 
were excavated some 45m south of the located bridges; the area directly south of the 
structures will be unaffected by extraction works. The evaluation revealed 
a series of ditches and a line of post-holes that correspond with the known 
medieval field system. However, no bridge-related features were observed in the areas 
examined. The natural sands and gravel were located at a relatively high level, some 
2.4m above the 13th century river bed, indicating that the southern bank of the river 
and any bridgehead structures were to the north of the evaluation area. The bridge 
builders may have sited the bridges in this locality to take advantage of an area of higher 
ground within the extensive low-lying floodplain of the Hemington stretch of the Trent. 

The fieldwork is reported in full in ULAS report 97 /42 and the archive will be 
lodged with the LMARS (A313.1993) following publication. 
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Castle Donington, Lockington-Remington 
(SK 448 275, SK 4670 2800 and SK 4555 2800) Joanna Sturgess 

A watching brief was undertaken by ULAS for Severn Trent Water Ltd during the 
laying and reconditioning of new water mains in Castle Donington, Leicestershire. All 
deposits encountered in the trenches monitored had been disturbed by cuts for 
previous water mains. The archive will be deposited with LMARS. 

Claybrooke Magna, High Cross Ways, High Cross (SP 476 887) Sally Warren 

An archaeological watching brief by ULAS during the groundworks for an extension to 
High Cross Ways, High Cross for Mr. R. Deacon revealed a pit of unknown date, but 
no other archaeological features. The finds and archive will be deposited with LMARS 
(X.Al 9. 1997). 

Claybrooke Magna (SP 474 886) Sally Warren 

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken by ULAS for East Midlands Electricity 
plc. during the installation of electricity poles and stays at High Cross Roman town, 
Claybrooke Magna. No evidence of archaeological deposits or features was located. The 
finds and archive will be deposited with Leicestershire Museums (X.A 7 .1997). 

Coleorton, Ashby Road, Church of 
St. Mary the Virgin (SK 391 172) Richard Pollard and Paul Saunders 

A watching brief was maintained by Terry Green, Steve Lycett and Paul Saunders for 
LMARS on the excavation of a service trench along the footpath leading from Ashby 
Road to the church. Two areas of sandstone blocks are interpreted as the remains of 
the 18th century boundary wall, some 15m north of the entrance from the car park, 
and a possible gateway pre-dating the present lych gate. The latter feature lay some 
26.Sm north of the lych gate. Human remains were found at intervals along the whole 
length of the trench north of this feature. The original ground surface was encountered 
at a depth of some 0.8m. 

A large circular pit was observed some 3m west of the church tower, approximately 
0.5m below modem ground level. The fill comprised 'black soil mixed with red tile, 
mortar and sandstone rubble; a few small pieces of 15th to 16th century pottery and 
glass were recovered'. It is tempting to find a historical context for this feature in the 
construction of the south aisle in the Perpendicular style, this style being dated to 
c.1335-50 to c.1530. The finds are temporarily with T. Green for processing; a copy of 
the records is with LMARS (SMR no. 31NE.AB). 

Cossington, Platts Lane(SK 631 133) James Meek 

A second stage of archaeological evaluation by trial trenching was undertaken by ULAS 
for Wanlip Gravel Company within the area of a proposed gravel quarry at Cossington, 
Leicestershire. The five trenches were located within archaeologically 'blank' areas to 
confirm the suspected absence of any archaeology. A thin spread of 19th century debris 
was recovered within an area of the northern part of the site and modern drainage 
features were also recorded. No significant archaeological deposits were revealed within 
the trial trenches. The finds and archive will be deposited with LMARS (X.A.6 1997). 
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Cossington, Charnwood Edge, Syston Road(SK 6165 1318) Sally Warren 

An archaeological watching brief by ULAS, for 0. Merriman Ltd., during the 
groundworks for an office building and car park revealed no evidence of the Roman 
and Anglo-Saxon occupation site, although some limited prehistoric and post-medieval 
activity was suggested from material recovered. The finds and archive will be deposited 
with LMARS (X.A25. 1997). 

Desford, 42 Newbold Road, The Malt House (SK 4754 0365) Richard Pollard 

A watching brief during construction of a garage to the rear of the property was 
maintained by the Parish Archaeological Warden, Pat Crane, and the author for 
LMARS. The Malt House itself is a late medieval timber framed building. Two large 
sherds of early medieval (12th to 13th century?) pottery were recovered, but no 
significant archaeological deposits recorded. The archive is with LMARS (SMR no. 
40SE.CQ). 

Donington le Heath, Manor Road, (SK 421 123) Tim Higgins 

An archaeological evaluation was undertaken by ULAS for Baxter New Homes on the 
site of proposed residential development at Manor Road, Donington le Heath. The 
southern limit of the development site is marked by the River Sence. The evaluation, 
consisting of six trial trenches, revealed the presence of alluvial deposits in two trenches 
near the river but with no associated archaeological deposits. The archive will be 
deposited with LMARS (Al.1997). 

Dunton Bassett, Onion Cottage (SK 505 905) Richard Buckley 

An archaeological watching brief was maintained between September 1997 and March 
1998 on the restoration of Onion Cottage, a grade II listed 16th or 17th century timber 
framed building, and on groundworks associated with the construction of new 
residential units in Manor Farmyard, The Mount, Dunton Bassett. The work, 
funded by Frisby Homes, provided the opportunity to document constructional 
techniques used in the cottage, and propose a reconstruction of the original timber 
frame. Dismantling of the 18th or 19th century brick chimney revealed evidence 
for an earlier timber framed chimney hood. Removal of brick infill in the wall frame 
suggested that the panels were originally infilled with split laths nailed to roundwood 
staves and probably daubed. Of particular interest was the lack of sill beam, the 
posts instead resting on granite padstones, although it is difficult to be certain 
whether this represents an original feature. The groundworks revealed no buried 
archaeological deposits elsewhere on the site. The archive will be deposited with 
LMARS. 

Earl Shilton, Church Street, the Church of St. Simon and St. Jude 
(SP 471 982) Richard Pollard and David Parsons. 

Repairs to the churchyard wall fronting onto Church Street provided an opportunity to 
examine the build up of deposits behind it. Earl Shilton was a chapelry of Kirkby 
Mallory throughout the Middle Ages, and as such, probably did not have a graveyard. 
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It does not seem to have been an independent parish until · the mid 19th century, and 
the churchyard may have been laid out then. 

The wall is built in Flemish Garden-wall Bond (Sussex Bond) at the east end, with 
Flemish Bond to the west (middle section). The bottom course, above the stone plinth, 
is of headers. An 8m section at the east end had been removed when a site inspection 
was made by the first author. This revealed the bricks of the lower courses to vary in 
size from 9" x 3" x 4¼" to 9" x 2½" x 4¼", and to lack frogs . This would suggest a 
date after 1803 (Davey 1961, p .83), but perhaps in the first half of the 19th century. 
Behind the wall, the churchyard deposits comprised humic soil and brick and stone 
rubble. One sherd of 18th to 19th century salt-glazed stoneware and one brick 9 ½" 
long by 2¼" thick were observed - the width of the latter could not be judged. The 
evidence for dating the churchyard is inconclusive, therefore. Recording was by the 
author for LMARS. The archive is with LMARS (SMR no. 49NE.BK). 
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Eaton, Manor Farm, Goadby Marwood (SK 780 263) James Gossip 

An archaeological watching brief by ULAS for Mr. M. Badham was undertaken during 
groundworks for a house at Manor Farm, Goadby Marwood. No archaeological 
remains were visible. The archive will be deposited with LMARS. 

Enderby to Earl Shilton, proposed gas supply line 
(SK 529 008 - SP 471 988) James Gossip 

A walkover and field walking survey was undertaken of fields on the proposed route of a 
gas supply pipeline between Enderby and Earl Shilton by ULAS for Scottish Power. 
Five possible archaeological sites were discovered by the walkover and seven by 
fieldwalking survey. These sites range in date from the prehistoric period to the early 
post-medieval period. The finds and archive will be deposited with LMARS (A26. 
1997 - A45. 1997 inclusive). 

Enderby, Grove Park (SK 550 001) Richard Pollard 

The final phase of the watching brief on the development (TLAHS 71, p .113) involved 
observations by the author for LMARS during the construction of roads and sewers. 
Heavy rain hampered the work, which was restricted to a single trench 1 Orn x 2m dug 
to a depth of 1 m to inspect the north-south gas main. This lay across the line of the 
southern boundary ditch of Enclosure I (Clay 1992, F62). Deposits of brownish yellow 
clay which can be interpreted as the uppermost backfill of this ditch (cf. ibid, phase 6.1; 
FI here) were revealed at the northern end of the trench, immediately below a 
brownish yellow silty clay deposit with charcoal flecks - a 'B' horizon 'subsoil'. A 
shallow, U-profile feature, F2, was visible in section just south of the ditch upper fills, 
and sealed by topsoil. This feature is filled with charcoal and ?slag, and is 1.45m wide . 
A vertical 'pipe' of sand, colour strong brown and 180mm wide, bisected the fill. 
Feature 2 cut grey to yellow silty clay subsoil, and lies at a higher level than two 19th 
century horseshoe shaped ceramic land drains cut by the trench at approximately 
900mm below the surface (ibid., phase 6.2). The fills of F2 differ markedly from the 
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post hole/post pipe fills encountered in 1983-4 (e.g. phase 2.2A; ibid., p.17). The high 
density of charcoal matches the descriptions of hearths (ibid., phase 2.lB F34 phase 
5. lA, F60), but the sand 'pipe' is unparalleled. It almost certainly predates the laying 
of the gas main in 1968, but cannot be assumed to be Iron Age. The archive and single 
find - a flint scraper from topsoil - are with LMARS (X.A4. l 997). 
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Freeby: Stapleford, Stapleford Park Hotel (SK 814 181) Neil Herbert 

Staff of Archaeological Project Services undertook an evaluation and watching brief at 
Stapleford Park Hotel. The hotel occupies Stapleford Hall, built in the 1630s, probably 
on the site of a medieval manor. Romano-British and Anglo-Saxon remains, and a 
deserted medieval village are also known in the vicinity of the hall. 

A restricted cobbled surface, incorporating fragments of 12th and 13th century 
pottery, was identified. Sealing this surface was up to lm depth of dumped deposits of 
18th century date. These may relate to documented landscaping in the late 18th 
century when the area functioned as a partially enclosed yard. Subsequently, in the 
early 19th century, this yard became a walled garden. Finds and records will be 
deposited with LMARS (X.A.18.1997) 

Frisby on the Wreake, 12 Main Street (SK 695 176) David Smith 

A single cruck truss (illus. 1) retained in the transverse wall of a 19th century brick built 
cottage forming part of a yard complex running at right angles to the street was reported 
to the writer by Mr. David Skinner, builder. A brief visit was made and the resulting 
drawing is the outcome of some rudimentary measurements taken on that occasion. 

The cruck truss, which was set on a stone plinth approximately lm high, consisted of 
an unmatched couple, having both a collar and a tie beam. All the principal timbers 
had been trimmed but carried evidence of the waney edge in several places. The apex 
joint was formed by a second collar, situated 840mm above the first collar. A short 
king post, 660mm high, supported by two short braces, rose from the centre of this 
collar to support the ridge. The topmost part of the king post had been broken and 
only the merest notch survived making it impossible to confirm whether the ridge was 
originally set square or diagonally. No evidence of any windbrace trenching on the 
backs of the crud: blades was locatable. The cill remained intact at floor level. At first 
floor all of the flooring was of gypsum plaster, the spine beams and joists were all of 
comparatively modem form, though a small section in the lower left hand comer may 
have been slightly earlier. A post, part of the side wall framing pegged to back of the 
the right hand cruck blade, was encased within the brickwork of the front elevation. 

The cruck truss carried a series of carpenters marks, Roman numeral III, suggesting 
it was the third truss in a sequence, therefore part of a significantly larger property than 
that in which it had survived. A fragment of wall post encased within the brickwork of 
the rear elevation, on the line of the party wall between this property and the next, may 
have marked the position of another truss, although no further timbers survived in situ. 

At some time during its history, the second collar had snapped and a rudimentary 
repair comprising a section of elm, 80mm x 1.35m, nailed across the face of the collar as 
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a scarf. This same event may also have snapped the original right hand brace* out of its 
housing on the top of the collar as the present brace appeared of later origin and moved 
freely in the mortise on top of the collar. 

The truss performed no major structural role in the existing building, merely giving 
substance to the wall dividing the principal ground and first floor rooms. There was 
evidence of at least two, and possibly three, re-roofings involving alterations to the actual 
angle of the roof. During the course of these amendments parts of the original cruck, in 
particular the extensions beyond the collar and tie-beams, had been removed and only 
one such detail remained. This contained evidence of a later extension piece to increase 
first floor headroom, both the vertical piece and its horizontal member had been nailed to 
the back of the cruck. Both these fragments were of sawn softwood. 

With the exception of one area at ground floor level, lower left panel, the infill of the 
cruck was of lath and daub. In some areas a later skim of mud plaster survived on the 
surface, this was clearly visible in a section surviving between the two collar forms. The 
scales to which the laths were nailed were irregular and, where identifiable, were of either 
ash or elm. The one area where the daub infill had been removed and a wall of brick laid 
on edge inserted, the lower left hand section, coincided with the position of an inserted 
staircase. 

It is reported that in the process of refurbishing the building the upper part of the 
king post and both king post braces were removed. Additionally, all of the lath and 
daub infill was replaced, with brick at ground floor level and breeze blocks on the first 
floor. All of the first floor stales were also removed. 

No diagnostic details were identified and therefore any conclusions regarding the date 
of construction of this truss must rely on comparative analysis. In that respect this 
particular truss bore some resemblance to other trusses recorded earlier in Leicester
shire: 25 The Nook, Anstey (Smith 1969), 18-22 Leicester Road, Narborough (Alcock 
1973, p.46, and personal photographs during demolition), Keepers Cottage, Town Green 
Street, Rothley (Webster 1954, p. 39), and the erstwhile W'hite House Farm, Barsby 
(Alcock 1973, p.45 and personal site notes and drawings.) 

At Anstey an unmatched couple carrying carpenters marks and having an unbraced, 
short crown post feature was subsequently ascribed a date of 1500 +/- 20, and a 
similar, though smoke blackened feature, was recorded during demolition at 18-22 
Leicester Road, Narborough. 

Webster recorded part of a cruck truss at Keepers Cottage, Town Green Street, 
Rothley, which had a wide collar and a free standing crown post of similar dimensions 
to those recorded here. 

At Barsby an earlier cruck truss, situated in what appeared to have been an open 
hall, had a similar, braced king post feature rising from the top of the collar. During the 
16th century part of this sequence of cruck framing was destroyed when a box-framed 
cross-bay was installed. At the point of intersection the original cruck hall's roof was 
supported from the top of the wall plate by a double braced king post. 

Tenuous though the comparative evidence is it suggests this particular cruck has its 
origins in the second half of the 15th century or the early decades of the 16th century. 

*All orientations in the text relate to the drawing as presented. 
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Frisby on the Wreake, Gaddesby, and Rotherby 
(SK 660 135 to SK 701173 Area) Sally Warren. 

An archaeological watching brief undertaken by ULAS during the laying of new water 
mains in areas of Gaddesby, Rotherby and Frisby on the Wreake, showed evidence of 
earlier road surfaces and a possible pit of unknown date . 

Frolesworth, Main Street, Church Hill Farm (SP 5028 9061) Richard Pollard. 

The construction of a house immediately west of the parish church was watched by 
Mrs Joan Beeson, the Parish Archaeological Warden, for LMARS. No significant 
archaeological deposits were recognised nor finds recovered. The archive is with 
LMARS. 

Gaddesby, Church Lane, Barsby, (SK 699 114) Richard Pollard 

A walkover survey was carried out on land between Church Lane and the road to 
Ashby Folville by the author. A series of ponds and channels was recorded which had 
not previously been recognised. These form a linked system, now mostly dry, in an 
area of ridge and furrow immediately north-east of the Methodist Chapel. The central 
of these ponds is shown on the Ordnance Survey 1:10,000 map, Sheet SK61SE (1978) 
at SK 6996 1139 . This is linked by a channel to a second pond, now restored; a 
wooden sluice is believed to have been fitted to this channel adjacent to the pond. A 
third pond, to the east, is shown on the 6" map SK71SW (1959) at SK 70001137. 

Ridge and furrow extends up to these water features. Hartley's plan of the field 
systems (1987, p. 71) shows the furlongs, but it is unclear whether or not the 
earthworks once extended across the area of the ponds. A hollow-way is visible in the 
field north of the chapel. A contour survey is needed to accurately plot all these 
features. Barsby and South Croxton's enclosure was in 1794. 

A large quantity of stone has been found by Mr A. Leak, the owner of Hollytree 
House on Church Lane. Amongst this is a block of dressed limestone with a roll 
moulding, presumably from a door jamb and stylistically datable to the medieval 
period, perhaps the 14th century. The former existence of a chapel at Barsby was 
documented by Nichols (1800, p.35) who recorded that it 'has long been desecrated'. 
It is not depicted on Speed's 1610 Map of Leicestershire. Hollytree House itself is 
believed to date to the late 18th century (Leak, pers. comm.), but a rubble stone 
boundary wall at an angle to it on the south west side could be earlier. The origin of 
the name Church Lane is uncertain; it could record oral tradition of the location of the 
lost chapel, or refer to Godson's Folly (Tower House), a late Victorian(?) building in 
the shape of a church and intended as a mortuary chapel (Pevsner 1984, p.92). Thanks 
are due to Mr. Leak for bringing the earthworks and stone to the attention of LMARS, 
with whom the archive is lodged. 
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Gaddeshy (SK 69 12) 

Metal detecting by Lionel Oakley of the Leicester Search Society has amplified 
evidence for a Roman site (Leicestershire SMR no. 61SE.AG); finds include 1st to 2nd 
century AD brooches and 3rd and 4th century coins. 

Garthorpe, (SK 832 209) James Gossip 

A fieldwalking survey was undertaken by ULAS of an arable field within the area of the 
proposed sewage treatment works at Garthorpe, Leicestershire for Severn Trent Water 
pie. Scatters of post-medieval, medieval and Saxo-Norman pottery were found, almost 
certainly relating to the shrunken medieval village. Large scatters of stone were also 
evident, possibly indicative of walls or surfaces disturbed by ploughing activity. 
Following this geophysical survey, was undertaken by Stratascan for ULAS which 
revealed some archaeological anomalies. The finds and archive will be deposited with 
LMARS (X.A24. 1997). 

Gaulby, School Lane, adjacent to Tamborough Farm 
(SK 696 009) Richard Pollard. 

An inspection was made by the author for LMARS of a building site within the historic 
village core following stripping of topsoil. Potential existed for the recognition of 
earthfast features, but despite this no archaeological deposits were observed. The area 
had formerly been a garden attached to the farm, and finds dating to the late 18th 
century and later were observed but not recovered. The archive is with LMARS (SMR 
no. 60SE.J). 

Glenfield, The Gynsills (SK 545 070) S.J.Linnane 

In advance of development by David Wilson Homes Ltd. an archaeological evaluation 
was commissioned by John Samuels Archaeological Consultants and undertaken by 
Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit (BUFAU). The evaluation consisted 
of seven trial trenches . One of the trial trenches provided evidence for a substantial 
ditch containing Romano-British pottery. This trial trench formed the basis for a small 
excavation of approximately 500 square metres. The ditch proved to be oriented north
west to south-east. No features were recognised to the west and south of this ditch but 
a large number of subsidiary ditches with several recurs were recorded to the east. The 
principal feature is interpreted as being a boundary ditch enclosing a rural settlement 
with its focal point to the north-east, beyond the limits of the area examined, and 
beyond the limits of the area to be developed. An initial evaluation of the pottery 
assemblage suggests a period of occupation within the I stand 2nd centuries AD. Finds 
and archive will be deposited with LMARS (X.AS.1998). 

Glen Parva, off York Close (SP 583 980) Richard Pollard. 

Housing construction in an area known to contain Roman finds (SMR nos. 59NE.H, 
59NE.BL) occasioned a watching brief by the author for LMARS. The combination of 
a high water table and activities of heavy plant machinery in the boulder clay rendered 
the visibility of soil variations very low. The site manager reported no difficulties in 
finding a base for foundations, which would suggest an absence of large earthfast 
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features with soft fills. One area with post-medieval brick was encountered by the 
builders on the north side of Edward Drive. No finds were recovered. The archive is 
withLMARS. 

Great Easton, St Andrews Church,(SP 849 933) Tim Higgins 

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken by ULAS for the Parochial Church 
Council (PCC) during foundation excavations for the new paved floors in the north
west and south-west comers of St Andrews Church, Great Easton, Leicestershire. The 
excavation revealed possible evidence of foundations for the 13th century north wall of 
the nave. The archive will be deposited with LMARS (X.Al3. l 997). 

Hallaton (SP 79 97) 

Finds of medieval and post-medieval pottery, dating from the 12th century onwards, 
were reported by Mrs Carol Kirby, the Parish Archaeological Warden. 

Hoby with Rotherby: Brooksby (SK 66 15) 

Fieldwalking by Leicestershire Museums' Archaeology Section - formerly the 
Archaeological Survey Team (LMAST) - confirmed the existence of an early Saxon 
site. The finds and archive are with LMARS (X.A8. l 998). 

Hoby with Rotherby: Ragdale, Six Hills Road, Hillside Farm 
(SK 660 199) Richard Pollard. 

A watching brief was carried out by the author for LMARS on the redevelopment of 
the farmyard, which lies close to village earthworks (Leicestershire SMR no. 6 lNE.A; 
Hartley 1987, 12-13). The foundations of two out of five dwellings were seen, cutting 
into natural sand and boulder clay. Two others were to be cut into a terrace prepared 
by cutting back the slope: the terrace baulk revealed a topsoil/subsoil/boulder clay 
profile. Late post-medieval finds were recovered from the spoil, and a single sherd of 
glazed 13th to 14th century Nottingham 'Off-white sandy' Ware probably from a jug, 
with shoulder cordon (McCarthy and Brooks 1988, p.276 and fig.163.975). The 
archive is with LMARS (SMR no. 61NE.A). 
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Huncote, Forest Road, (SP 516 985) Jennifer Browning and Martin Shore 

A fieldwalking and metal detector survey of one arable field was undertaken at the site 
of a proposed extension to Huncote quarry, Forest Road, Huncote, Leicestershire. A 
small scatter of post-medieval pottery was collected, possibly relating to the adjacent 
site of Many Leys Farm, now demolished. No finds of an earlier date were recovered. 
A geophysical survey by GSB Prospection was also undertaken which revealed few 
anomalies. The archive will be deposited with LMARS. 
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lbstock (SK 40 11) 

A coin hoard comprising 468 Roman copper alloy coins, identified by the finder 
as issues of the House of Constantine ( 4th century), was found by metal detector 
by Greg Lennox. The hoard was buried in a grey ware pottery strainer: a necked bowl 
with 27 holes drilled through the flat base before firing. This could be a product of the 
nearby Ravenstone kilns. A full analysis of the hoard will be undertaken by the 
British Museum. 

Kilby, Foston (SK 604 949) 

The Blaby Fieldwork Group collected a large quantity of medieval pottery from the 
deserted medieval village site. This followed up a watching brief on the excavation of 
stanchion holes for a barn (TLAHS, 70, p.166). The pottery appears to have derived 
from upcast from landscaping on the barn site undertaken subsequent to the watching 
brief. The finds are with LMARS (X.A30 .1997). 

Kirby Muxloe, Hastings Road, (SK 5243 0394) Tim Higgins 

Following an evaluation, a small scale excavation was undertaken by ULAS for Cadeby 
Homes on the site of a proposed residential development at Carmel, Hastings Road, 
Kirby Muxloe. This revealed a circular late Iron Age/early Roman building with post 
holes, gullies and ditches from the western and central areas of the site. A large group 
of transitional Iron Age/early Roman pottery was recovered from one of the ditches. 
Finds and Records will be deposited with LMARS (X.Al.1997). 

Leire, Dunton Lane, (SK 533 897) James Meek 

A watching brief was undertaken by ULAS, for Mr. and Mrs. Harris, at Leire Mill, 
Dunton Lane, Leire during the topsoil stripping of an area for a proposed private 
wildlife and amenity lake. No significant archaeological remains were revealed. The 
archive will be deposited with LMARS. 

Long Whatton (SK 48 21) 

The Shepshed Fieldwork Group produced further material from a Roman site cut by 
the Ml motorway; the site has been reported previously in TLAHS 43, p.64 and 
TLAHS 67, p. 111 (Leicestershire SMR no. 42SE.AD). 

Lubbesthorpe, Hopyard Farm (SK 541 011) Sally Warren 

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken by ULAS for Mr. R. L. Root during 
the groundworks for the construction of an agricultural building, showed no evidence 
of archaeological deposits or features. The finds and archive will be deposited with 
LMARS (X.Al 1.1997). 

Market Bosworth, Church Street, (SK 408 032) Sally Warren 

An archaeological watching brief undertaken during the groundworks for access and 
car park at 7 Church Street, Market Bosworth, Leicestershire, for Mr. and Mrs. 
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Schwiening, showed no evidence of archaeological deposits or features. The finds and 
archive will be deposited with LMARS (X.Al0.1997). 

Market Bosworth, Hall Farm (SK 408 035) Jennifer Browning 

An archaeological watching brief undertaken during the excavation of foundation 
trenches for a new house and garage at Hall Farm, 24 Barton Road, Market Bosworth, 
Leicestershire, for T. Rowley Esq. showed no evidence of archaeological deposits or 
features. The archive will be deposited with LMARS (X.A43. l 998). 

Market Harborough, Angel Hotel, 37-38 High Street (SP 732 874) Neil Finn 

ULAS was commissioned by Menzies Hotels and Leisure Ltd. to record, prior to 
demolition, a stable block to the rear of the Angel Hotel, 37-38 High Street, Market 
Harborough, Leicestershire. The stable lay to the rear of number 38 High Street, not 
originally part of the grade II listed 18th century coaching inn. Timbers encased in the 
brickwork of a passageway wall, at the north end of number 38, imply an earlier date 
for this building than is suggested by its mid to late 18th century facade. The small, 
brick-built stable with stalling for three horses, was probably also built in the mid to 
late 18th century. Many of the larger roof timbers were reused from elsewhere, as 
apparently was a large window, incorporated into the wall between the two first floor 
rooms. A subsequent watching brief by J. Browning during groundworks in the area of 
the stable block and adjacent yard area located no archaeological structures or features, 
although residual medieval pottery was recovered. Finds and records will be deposited 
with LMARS (X.AlO 1998). 

Markfield, Church Drive, Church of St. Michael and All Angels 
(SK 487 100) Richard Pollard. 

A watching brief undertaken by the author for LMARS, on a trench excavated for a 
foul drain parallel to, and north of, the north aisle, revealed disarticulated human bone 
but no significant archaeological deposits or finds. The trench watched was dug on an 
erroneous line, starting at the north-west end of the north aisle and running for Sm 
north-east, finishing 3.5m north of the aisle. The depth of the trench varied from 
900mm to 1.5m. The archive is with LMARS (SMR no. 41SE.U). 

Measham, Repton Road (SK 320 120) Jon Coward 

An archaeological evaluation of five fields in land off Repton Road, Westminster 
Industrial Estate, Measham and Oakthorpe & Donisthorpe parishes was undertaken in 
February and March 1997, on behalf of North-west Leicestershire District Council. 
No significant archaeological deposits were found in three of the fields. A number of 
archaeological features were revealed by trial trenching within two fields. One of the 
two contained cut features of an unknown date and a possible post-medieval 
foundation structure. The other field contained many cut features, but a low number 
of stratified finds made it difficult to date these features. Fieldwalking has confirmed 
the presence of a flint scatter in both these fields. The finds and archive will be 
deposited with LMARS (A95.1996). 
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Medbourne, Manor Farm, (SK 798 930) Susan Ripper 

In September 1997, a watching brief was undertaken by ULAS on behalf of Mr van 
Oppen on the excavation of foundation trenches for a new dwelling at Manor Farm, 
Medbourne. The site lay in the Roman small town of Medbourne, 300m north-east of the 
Leicester-Godmanchester Roman road. Observations were made of a stone lined flat
bottomed, straight sided channel cut, (1.20m wide by 0.30m deep, by at least 5.50m long) 
on a north-west/south-east alignment. The stones were heat scorched and the channel was 
filled with charcoal and burnt debris. The base of the cut was lined with inverted Roman 
roof tiles (tegula), laid horizontally to form a flat floor to the channel. It was noted that in 
the eastern end of the channel a number of charred logs were preserved. 

Although somewhat longer than the 3m average, it is possible that this feature 
represents the flue section of a Roman oven or kiln, with a flat base to facilitate easy 
raking out and a stoke hole at the eastern end. However, analysis of bulk soil samples 
of the fill produced neither kiln waste material or an abundance of charred cereal 
grains. Ovens and kilns used in the processing of cereals are common in the Roman 
period and if cleaned out after the final use, or subsequently used for an alternative 
purpose, evidence may not have survived. It may simply have been a domestic or 
industrial structure deliberately heated for an entirely different purpose, such as 
heating water, which would leave no environmental remains. The proximity of a 
Roman villa immediately to the south of the site also suggests the possibility that this 
feature may have been part of a larger system, perhaps even part of a hypocaust, 
supplying the villa. Truncating the central portion of the channel a small circular cut 
was noted. This was largely removed by the machine excavated trench but could be 
seen in section to have a 0.80m diameter, was straight sided and at least l .Om deep. It 
contained a loose fill of purplish-brown clay silt with frequent flecks of mortar, 
charcoal and fragments of Roman tile. Roman pot fragments from two vessels were 
also recovered from this feature; a colour-coated ware wide-mouthed jar/bowl form 
(Howe et al 1980) dating from the late third to early fourth century and a burnished 
grey ware jar/bowl of a possible fourth century date. 

The finds and archive will be deposited with LMARS (X.A20. 1997). 

Bibliography 

Howe M.D., 1980 Roman Pottery from the Nene Valley: A guide. Peterborough City 
Museum, occasional paper 2: Peterborough. Figures 7, pp. 75 - 77. 

Medbourne, Nevill Arms (SP 800 930) Sally Warren 

An archaeological watching brief by ULAS during ground clearance and foundation 
trenches to buildings adjacent to the Nevill Arms, Medbourne, Leicestershire, on 
behalf of E.F. Hall and Partners showed evidence of Roman and post-medieval 
activity. The finds and archive will be deposited with LMARS (Al 16.1996). 

Medbourne, Old Hall (SP 801 931) Sally Warren 

An archaeological watching brief undertaken during the groundworks for a swimming 
pool at the Old Hall, Medbourne, on behalf of Mr. Wheeler-Bennett and Lady Smith
Ryland, revealed possible evidence for early horticultural trenching. The finds and 
archive will be deposited with LMARS (X.A5. 1997). 
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Medbourne, Slawston Road, Port Hill House (SP 7880 9364) Richard Pollard. 

Port Hill House and its outbuildings were constructed in the mid 1990s on the site of a 
derelict bungalow. The excavation of a basement was observed by Jon Coward and Ian 
Hind of the former Leicestershire County Council Training for Work Scheme, with 
nothing of archaeological interest being recognised. The site lies at the predicted north
west edge of the Roman small town, fieldwalking and test pitting providing the basis 
for this interpretation (Liddle 1995; Pollard 1996). An extension to the house provided 
the opportunity for further recording by the author for LMARS. No significant 
archaeological deposits were observed in the foundation trenches, though one probable 
plough furrow was noted. The archive is with LMARS. 
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Medbourne, Saddlers Cottage, Waterfall Way (SP 798 929) Richard Pollard. 

Workmen uncovered box flue tile in situ whilst excavating a hole for a swimming pool in 
December 1997. Salvage recording was undertaken consequently by a team led by the 
author for LMARS during the completion of the mechanical excavation. A group of 
rooms was revealed which would appear to be part of a bath suite; these included a 
room with a limestone slab floor on a mortar bed (the fri,gidarium?) with a plunge bath 
attached on its west side. Three sides and the floor of the plunge bath were recorded, 
with walls decorated with red painted plaster, which survived to a height of 800mm 
above the opus signinum floor. The box flue tile was dug out before the plunge bath was 
exposed, but its location would have placed it in line with the east wall of the bath. This 
implies that the heated room serviced by the flue belonged to an earlier phase of 
construction. A room beyond the bath is indicated by the presence of plaster on the 
outer face of the west wall of the latter; this lay immediately next to the edge of the hole. 

The walls of this range of rooms align with those exposed to the south in 1992 and 
1993 and with the mosaic recorded in 1995 (TLAHS, 70, pp.156-7). Systematic 
recovery of building materials was not possible in 1997; however it did appear that box 
flue tile predominated, a situation in contrast with that to the south, where roofing tiles 
were the major component. A handful of tesserae was found in the spoil, in sharp 
contrast with the large numbers found in 1992, when tessellated pavements were 
recorded during the excavation of a trench for a patio. 

A radiocarbon date was obtained in 1997 for the donkey excavated in 1994-5 
(TLAHS, 69, p.130). This indicated that the animal was most probably alive in the 
18th/19th century AD, not, as previously thought, the medieval period. The pit that 
contained the burial, contained and was sealed by deposits containing medieval 
pottery, but nothing later. The radiocarbon date implies that this pottery was residual, 
and it is salutory to note that the absence of post-medieval pottery, an abundant find 
over the site in general, led to the confident dating of the feature to an earlier period; a 
case of the principle of the terminus post quem provided by the pottery present being 
abandoned in favour of more 'attractive' medieval date. 

The finds and records from 1997 are with LMARS (X.A28. l 997). 
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Melton Mowbray, Eye Kettleby, Leicester Road (SK 731 180) Neil Finn 

Following completion of the first phase of excavation at the end of 1996 (TLAHS, 71, 
p.88) ULAS carried out a watching brief during infrastructure works and the 
construction of a factory on the eastern half of the site, throughout much of 1997. The 
work was funded by Wilson Bowden Properties and Samworth Brothers Ltd. Training 
excavations with students from the University of Leicester School of Archaeological 
Studies were undertaken over Easter and in the summer of 1997. The second major 
phase of excavation, funded by Samworth Brothers Ltd., was carried out over the 
winter of 1997, which investigated an area of just over 1 hectare (2.5 acres) in the west 
of the site. To date a total area of 4.2 hectares (10.3 acres) has been excavated, with a 
further 3.35 hectares (8.2 acres) investigated by watching brief (Al5.1996). 

New discoveries in 1997 included a large Late Neolithic pit, the first tangible 
evidence of activity of this period from the site. The pit contained a sizeable 
assemblage of flint artefacts, including arrowheads, scrapers and many small waste 
flakes, indicating that flint tools were being manufactured in the immediate vicinity. 
Also recovered from this feature were fragments of a Grooved Ware pottery vessel 
dating from the third millennium BC, a rare find in the county. A number of other 
features, including an irregular, segmented ditch may have been contemporary with 
this phase of activity, although none contained any closely dateable artefacts. 

The south end of the prehistoric post pit alignment partially revealed in 1996 was 
also investigated. Two large oval pits were situated at the end of the alignment, the 
function of which is currently unclear. Flint tools from one of the pits suggests a date 
in the Late Neolithic or Early Bronze Age. 

A single cremation burial was found in 1997, situated at some distance from the 
large Bronze Age cemetery containing 26 urned and 49 unurned cremations, 
discovered during the first phase of excavation. 

Assessment of the finds and data generated during the course of both the 1996 and 
1997 excavations has identified elements of a previously unrecognised late Bronze Age 
or early Iron Age settlement. A number of features, including a rectangular building, 
originally thought to be Anglo-Saxon in date are now considered to be part of this 
earlier settlement. 

Eight more Anglo-Saxon buildings were discovered in 1997, making a total of 25 
sunken feature buildings and at least 20 post hole buildings on the site. Pits, hearths 
and fence lines associated with the Anglo-Saxon settlement were also excavated. 

Medieval remains discovered during the 1997 excavation were limited to field 
boundary ditches and plough furrows. 

A series of post-medieval quarries in the south-west of the site may have supplied 
gravel used in the construction of the Leicester to Melton turnpike road in the late 
18 th century. 

It is hoped that a further student training excavation, planned for the summer of 
1998, will investigate the surviving medieval earthworks in fields to the east. This may 
include geophysical survey in the area of the 14th century chapel and manor house, as 
well as a topographic survey of the site. 

Melton Mowbray, Kirby Lane (SK 746 176) Lucie Dingwall 

An archaeological excavation was carried out by BUFAU at Kirby Lane, Melton 
Mowbray, Leicestershire between August and September 1997, following an 
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evaluation by Leicestershire Archaeological Unit in 1994. Medieval plough furrows 
were identified, cutting across earlier linear features, including a substantial north-west 
to south-east aligned ditch. Finds of Iron Age and Early Roman pottery and Late 
Neolithic/Bronze Age worked flint were associated with these features. The final report 
on the archaeological work at Kirby Lane will be completed shortly. Finds and records 
will be deposited with LMARS (X.A24. l 998). 

Melton Mowbray, 34/34A Market Place (SK 753 191) Neil Finn 

A watching brief was undertaken by ULAS during the removal of a number of internal 
walls and a staircase at the above property, a Grade II listed building. 

Since the listing description identified the building as a cruck framed structure, a 
preliminar inspection was undertaken in order to determine the likely impact of the 
alterations on the timber frame. The building inspection included provision for the 
limited removal of internal wall coverings in order to accurately assess the nature of the 
fabric scheduled for removal. 

The building inspection showed the crucks to be upper crucks, supporting the roof of 
the principal range fronting onto Market Street, a brick building of two and a half 
storeys, probably constructed in the late 17th or first half of the 18th century. 

A single pair of unmatched cruck blades survived, a second pair having been 
removed at some time in the building's history. The feet of the crucks were inset a 
short distance from the wall lines and were apparently supported on a transverse beam 
carrying the second floor joists. The crucks were joined by a collar above head height, 
the treatment of the apex was obscured by an underdrawn ceiling just above collar 
height, level with the purlins. Cruck spurs tied the wall plates into the cruck blade, 
along with various empty mortises in both blades, indicated that the crucks were 
reused from an earlier building. 

Two of the four walls scheduled for removal appeared to be contemporary with the 
range of building containing the crucks, whilst the other two related to later additions 
and alterations. All were brick built. The staircase, already much mutilated and 
truncated at first floor level, may or may not have been an original feature. 

The removal of internal rendering during the renovation works revealed a complex 
sequent of building and rebuilding in the party wall between this and the adjacent 
property to the east, including an early phase of stonework. A stone built cellar, 
beneath the range fronting onto Market Street, most likely predated the building with 
the crucks and probably related to an earlier building on the site. 

The building inspection and watching brief were commissioned by Shouler and Son 
Estate Agents, who also financed the work. The archive will be deposited with LMARS 
and Leicestershire County Council's Conservation Section. 

Melton Mowbray, Sysonby Lodge Fann, Nottingham Road 

Jenny Allsop and Mary Hatton (Melton Fieldworkers) recovered a fragment of 
medieval floor tile decorated with a medieval 'M', identified as c.1400 Nottingham, a 
fragment of stone window tracery (reticulated) and sherds of Roman greyware in 
dumped earth of unknown date or provenance. 
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Melton Mowbray, 'Chocolate Box', Nottingham Street Jenny Allsop 

A watching brief by Mary Hatton and Gerry Beever (Melton Fieldworkers) revealed a 
medieval cobbled yard surface to the rear of the property, sealing a deposit which 
contained medieval green glaze pottery sherds (Nottingham Ware). The destruction of 
barrel vaulted cellars was also recorded. 

Melton Mowbray, Sherrard Street Jenny Allsop 

Jenny Allsop and Mary Hatton (Melton Fieldworkers) photographed a 13m length of 
stone wall (over 2m high) in the yard of the British Telecom building. The wall was 
subsequently demolished before any records or measurements could be made. It is 
thought to be part of the medieval (14th century) woolhouse recorded here in the late 
19th century and was described by Nichols. Locals remember the parts demolished in 
the mid 1950's as being 'religious in nature'. 

Melton Mowbray, St.Mary's Churchyard Jenny Allsop 

A watching brief was undertaken by Jenny Allsop and Mary Hatton (Melton 
Fieldworkers) during an emergency drainage scheme on the north-south pathway to 
the west of the church. The absence of burials beneath this pathway confirms earlier 
views that the pathway which runs between Church Street and Prior's Close to the 
south has a long history, perhaps as a main trackway through the town. 

Misterton (SP 55 84) 

The Lutterworth Fieldwork Group has found a small Roman pottery scatter, an Iron 
Age or early Anglo-Saxon sherd, and worked flint, from a crop mark site. 

Narborough, Copt Oak Road, Red Hill Field 
County Primary School (SK 531 978) Richard Pollard. 

Two minor watching briefs on the site of the Roman villa excavated in 1983 (TLAHS, 
68 pp. 75-77) revealed neither significant archaeological deposits nor finds. The first, by 
Patrick Roberts for LMARS, examined a cable trench for a mobile classroom; the 
second, by Richard Knox and Peter Liddle of LMARS, a foundation trench associated 
with the erection of a pre-fabricated garage. It is possible that in neither case did the 
trenches penetrate beyond deposits associated with the construction of the school. The 
archives are with LMARS (SMR no. 59NW.AU). 

Narborough, Copt Oak House Farm, (SP 533 978) Nansi Rosenberg 

David Wilson Estates proposed to develop approximately 0.3ha of land known as Copt 
Oak House Farm in Narborough, Leicestershire for residential housing. In accordance 
with the recommendations of the Leicester County Council Archaeology Office, an 
archaeological impact assessment was commissioned. This assessment, prepared by 
John Samuels Archaeological Consultants CTSAC 193/97/01), reported on the site of a 
partially excavated Roman villa to the south west of the proposed development site, the 
remains of which may have continued into the study site itself. 
A specification for the excavation of twelve trial trenches was prepared and accepted by 
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the County Archaeological Officer GSAC 193/97/02). The trenching was designed to 
investigate the entire area proposed for development and constituted 10% of the total 
surface area. 

The excavations were undertaken by John Samuels Archaeological Consultants in 
May 1997 and were monitored by a County Archaeological Officer at this time. No 
evidence was found for the former existence of any Roman structure within the 
boundaries of the proposed development, nor were any Roman finds recovered. 
Vestigial traces of ridge and furrow were identified, as were more recent plough marks. 
Former field boundaries were seen to cross the site, generally on a north-west to south
east alignment. Three late Neolithic/Bronze Age worked flints and two shercls of 
medieval pottery were the only finds predating the 19th century. The presence of 
isolated areas of subsoil suggests a formerly undulating landscape, which has since been 
levelled either by natural colluviation, or by human agency. 

The archaeological importance of the remains discovered was considered to be 
negligible and planning permission was granted with no further archaeological work 
undertaken. 

Newbold Verdon, Little Fox Covert (SK 445 305) James Gossip 

A fieldwalking survey was undertaken by ULAS on land upon which a proposed 
poultry farm was to be built, adjacent to Little Fox Covert, off Merrylees Road, 
Newbold Verdon, Leicestershire. The work was undertaken on behalf of Robert 
Marshall. No finds were recovered. 

North Kilworth, Church Street 
(SP 617 833) Richard Pollard and Brian Burningham. 

The construction of a car park adjacent to the village hall was watched by Brian 
Burningham for LMARS. A surface of large cobbles at a depth greater than 500mm 
below the ground level may represent a track from a neighbouring property. Only a few 
very late post-medieval pottery sherds were reported. The archive is with LMARS. 

Oadby, Gartree Road (SK 636 015) Richard Pollard 

Two trial pits dug by Oadby and Wigston Borough Council to examine the soil profile 
were inspected by the author for LMARS in the north-east comer of a field previously 
subjected to geophysical survey (TLAHS, 71, p.86). This field lies immediately to the 
east of the site of a late Iron Age and Roman settlement excavated by ULAS in 1996 
(TLAHS, 71, pp.94-98). It was fieldwalked in the CWS Stoughton Estate Survey by 
LMARS in 1993-4 with a few sherds of Roman and early Anglo-Saxon pottery being 
recovered , along with lithic material (LMARS Archive Report). The trial pits 
confirmed the interpretation of the geophysical data as 19th century ceramic land 
drains, but no other archaeological deposits or finds were observed. The archive is with 
LMARS (SMR no. 60SW.CQ). 

Peatling Magna, Main Street/Arnesby Lane (SP 593 926) Richard Pollard. 

The evaluation of a proposed building site by Archaeological Project Services in 
February 1997 concluded that the site was of low archaeological potential. A watching 
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brief was nevertheless undertaken by the Parish Archaeological Warden, John Day, and 
the author for LMARS, as the site lies within the historic village core. This confirmed 
the findings of the evaluation inasmuch as no significant archaeological deposits were 
visible in the foundation trenches of the one house that was observed, and only 19th to 
20th century pottery was recognised in the spoil. The evaluation produced, amongst 
others, a single Roman sherd and some eight medieval sherds. The archives are with 
LMARS (Al3.1997). 

Peatling Magna, Arnesby Lane, Manor Fann (SP 5950 9250) Richard Pollard. 

The construction of an enclosed swimming pool at Manor Farm revealed finds of three 
Roman, eight medieval and six post-medieval pottery sherds. The opportunity to 
examine the excavation itself did not arise, although a watching brief was planned for. 
The finds were discovered by Kim Bisson of the Blaby Fieldwork Group in spoil 
dumps, and they and the archive are with Leicestershire Museums (X.A7.1998). 

Several finds of Roman material have been made in an area some 800m2 around the 
centre of Peatling Magna. Salvage excavation 500m east of the church in 1980 revealed 
a complex of earthfast features including a T-shaped oven (TLA.HS, 55, pp.83-97). 
The existence of Roman settlements under medieval villages has rarely been positively 
demonstrated in Leicestershire, it would seem; other examples are at Great Dalby and 
Medbourne. Early Anglo-Saxon finds have been made at the latter two villages, and 
the name 'Peatling' indicates a settlement of this period, but insufficient evidence exists 
to ascertain whether or not there was a continuity of occupation at any of these sites, or 
simply reuse of the locations after an interval of late/sub-Roman 'abandonment'. It has 
been suggested that around Medbourne 'occupation continued without a total 
dislocation of the settlement pattern' (Liddle 1996, p.2). 
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Peatling Magna, Arnesby Lane (SP 594 926) Gary Taylor 

Archaeological field evaluation by Archaeological Project Services in advance of 
development recovered a small amount of Saxo-Norman and medieval pottery, 
suggesting occupation of those periods in the proximity, though probably not on the 
site itself. A single fragment of Roman pottery was also retrieved. Additionally, a 
cobble path, a drainage gully and features of indeterminate function were identified 
though all were undated and thought to be associated to relatively recent gardening 
activity. Finds and records will be deposited with LMARS (Al3.1997). 

Peckleton: Kirkby Moats Farm, Newbold Lane, Kirkby Mallory, 
(SK 455 018) Richard Pollard. 

A photographic record was made to document the condition of the monument. The 
archive is with LMARS (SMR no. 40SE.BD. 
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Ratby, offTaverners Drive (SK 520 056) Richard Pollard. 

A watching brief on housing development was maintained by Neil Glenister, the Parish 
Archaeological Warden. Evidence of Roman occupation is known to the east of the 
development, near Kirby Grange. A single sherd of Roman South Spanish amphora, 
probably from the olive oil type Dressel 20, was recovered, along with medieval and 
post-medieval pottery. The archive is with LMARS (SMR no. 50NW.BL). 

Sapcote, Stanton Road, Park House Farm (SP 489 934) Richard Pollard 

Conversion of farm buildings and new construction in the historic village core 
occasioned a watching brief by Keith Hextall, the Parish Archaeological Warden, and 
the author for LMARS. Brick foundations of an early 19th century(?) building and a 
stone lined well were recorded, along with 18th century+ pottery. The horsegin marked 
on the Ordnance Survey 1 :2500 map (Leicestershire Sheet XLIII.6 of 1903) was 
destroyed during the course of the development, along with some of the farm's 
outbuildings in the north range . Mr Hextall has found evidence that the brick 
farmhouse, currently undergoing conversion, dates back to the 18th century. The 
archive is with LMARS. 

Scalford, School Lane (SK 7629 2394) Richard Pollard 

A watching brief by the Parish Archaeological Warden, Richard Holmes, and the 
author for LMARS on a small housing development failed to recognise any significant 
archaeological deposits. Pottery, brick and field drain of 19th to 20th century date were 
seen by the author, but nothing earlier. The landowner, Mr. Lambert believes that a 
mullion-windowed farmhouse used to occupy the site, but no research has been 
undertaken to date to validate this statement. The archive is with LMARS. 

Shepshed (SK 45 18) 

The Shepshed Fieldwork Group's fieldwalking and metal detector survey of land west 
of Shepshed has revealed a new Roman site. Pottery and ceramic building material 
have been found, but no tesserae. The site may be a villa - in which case the 
anticipated tessellated pavements may remain undisturbed - or a tilery. The finds and 
archive are with LMARS (X.A6. l 998) and the Group. 

Slawston, Medbourne Road (SP 7785 9441) Richard Pollard 

Chris Royall maintained a watching brief during the construction of a house in the 
historic village core, for LMARS. No significant archaeological deposits were recorded 
nor finds made. The archive is with LMARS. 

Smeeton Westerby (SK 670 912) 

Nick Cooper discovered two flint scrapers and a number of struck flakes along the line 
of the Leicestershire Round footpath on Smeeton Hill. The position is close to that of a 
known Beaker burial (TLAHS, 50, p.46) . 
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Stanton under Bardon, Ellistown Lane, Manor Farm 
(SK 462 099) Richard Pollard 

Manor Farm lies within an area of village earthworks, and, it is believed, in the vicinity 
of the medieval chapel. Nichols (1811, p.993) recorded that 'there are now no 
remains', but local tradition places it on high ground south of the farm. The chapel was 
in decay by 1635, but appears to have received a burial as late as 1682. The excavation 
of stanchion holes for agricultural buildings in the farmyard was monitored by the 
author for LMARS. One of the buildings, on Ellistown Road, was erected on the site of 
structures depicted on the Enclosure Map of 1779. One of these seems to have gone by 
the time of the 1882-3 Ordnance Survey 6" map survey and the remainder by the time 
of the revisions that produced the 1929 edition 1 :2500 map (Leicestershire sheet 
XXN.13). 

No significant archaeological deposits were recognised. The yard contains large 
quantities of stone rubble, including dressed blocks, but nothing diagnostic of a 
medieval date. A single sherd of Roman grey ware was found in a flower bed on the 
east side of the farm. The archive is with LMARS (SMR no.40NE.A). 

Bibliography 

Nichols, J., 1811 The History and Antiquities of the County of Leicester Vol IV, Part II. 
(reprinted by S.R. Publishers, Wakefield, 1971). 

Stanton under Bardon (SK 470 101) Sophie Clarke 

An archaeological watching brief by ULAS for Mr. P. Milner during the excavation of 
stanchion holes associated with the erection of a new grain storage building at 
Horsepool Grange, Elliots Lane, Stanton under Bardon, revealed the existence of 
medieval deposits, including the remains of a mortar layer, possibly a surface or floor. 

The finds and archive will be deposited with LMARS (X.A23. l 997). 

Syston, Melton Road (SK 614 106) James Meek 

Archaeological evaluation of land at 1004 Melton Road, Sys ton, Leicestershire 
revealed two layers of undated archaeological activity and a pit possibly dating from the 
late Neolithic/early Bronze Age. The undated features were in the form of possible 
small gullies and post holes. The late Neolithic/early Bronze Age pit contained sherds 
of pottery from two decorated vessels, one of which is Grooved Ware. A number of 
pieces of worked flint were also recovered from the pit including a high proportion of 
retouched pieces. This find is of archaeological significance for the region, being one of 
only four Grooved Ware find spots from the county. Archaeological observation of the 
site during groundworks has continued since the evaluation. The finds and archive will 
be deposited with LMARS (X.Al5.1997). 

Thornton to Rothley Pipeline (SK 469 063 - SK 532 060) James Gossip 

A fieldwalking survey was undertaken by ULAS along the route of the Thornton 
to Rothley trunk sewer extension for Severn Trent Water. No finds were made 
and the route appears to have followed areas of alluvium. A geophysical survey by 
Stratascan was undertaken at Ratby (SK 523 054) in view of the proximity of Roman 
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settlement but no clear evidence of archaeological anomalies was revealed (see below 
p.183). The finds and archive will be deposited with LMARS (X.A22. l 997). 

Thornton to Rothley Pipeline (SK 469 063 - SK 532 060) James Meek 

Following fieldwalking and geophysical survey (above pOO), a watching brief was 
undertaken by ULAS along the route of the Thornton to Rothley trunk sewer 
extension for Severn Trent Water. Modem drainage features were revealed in the area 
adjacent to Station Road, Ratby, which could represent the anomalies recorded on 
geophysical survey undertaken in this area prior to topsoil stripping by Stratascan. No 
archaeological sites were located, although a single piece of prehistoric struck flint was 
recovered to the west of Ratby Pumping Station (NGR SK 481 044). The find and 
archive will be deposited with LMARS (X.Al.1998) 

Thurcaston, Latimer House, 37 Anstey Lane (SK 566 108) Neil Finn 

In 1997, ULAS undertook a programme of survey and limited excavation at Latimer 
House, a grade II* listed timber-framed building reputed to have been the birthplace of 
Bishop Hugh Latimer in the late 15th century. The property comprises a cruck framed 
range of the mid 15th century with a box framed wing added in the 16th century. The 
latter was the subject of a programme of repairs which revealed evidence of the original 
panel infill and the arrangement of some earlier windows and doors. The finds and 
archive will be deposited with LMARS (X.A4. l 998). 

Thurlaston (SP 50 98) 

Two fragments believed to be from a single 5th to early 6th century AD Anglo-Saxon 
cruciform brooch were found by Mick Morris and Martin Shore. 

Thurmaston, Barkby Thorpe Lane (SK 615 101) James Meek. 

Archaeological evaluation by trial trenching of land at Barkby Thorpe Lane, 
Thurmaston, Leicestershire undertaken by ULAS for CgMs, confirmed that the 
majority of the site had previously been quarried and backfilled during the latter half of 
the twentieth century. An area of land on the western extremity of the site had not been 
subject to quarrying, though may have suffered disturbance from landscaping once the 
quarry had been backfilled. A linear feature was revealed within this area that contained 
a sherd of possible Iron Age pottery and a small, undated pit was also recorded. Two 
flint flakes and a sherd of pottery were also recovered during the excavation of the 
trenches. The finds and archive will be deposited with LMARS (X.Al 6. 1997). 

Tilton on the Hill (SK 75 04) 

The Tilton Fieldwork Group is conducting a fieldwalking survey, supported by metal 
detectorists from the Melton and Belvoir Search Society. A new Roman site has been 
located, producing pottery and late Roman coins but also, most unusually for 
fieldwalking, a piece of early Roman vessel glass. The finds and archive are with 
LMARS (X.A25.1998 and X.A30.1998). 
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Tilton on the Hill (SK 744 056) Sally Warren 

An archaeological watching brief undertaken by ULAS for Severn Trent Water during 
the laying of new water mains through the villages of Tilton on the Hill and Halstead, 
Leicestershire showed evidence of earlier road surfaces. No other archaeological 
remains were revealed. The finds and archive will be deposited with LMARS (X.A3. 
1997). 

Twyford and Thorpe, Thorpe Satchville (SK 73 11) 

Steve Houghton, the Parish Archaeological Warden, has found a scatter of Roman 
pottery suggestive of a 3rd to 4th century site (Leicestershire SMR no. 7 lSW.BE). 

Twyford and Thorpe, Thorpe Satchville (SK 73 13) 

Steve Houghton has located a Roman occupation site. Finds include late Iron Age and 
Roman pottery, Roman coins and metalwork. The pottery is held by LMARS 
(X.A8. l 997) and the coins and metal objects by the finder (Leicestershire SMR no. 
71SW.BB). 

Wanlip, Home Farm (SK 602109) Gary Taylor 

In response to a proposal for development, a programme of research, 
survey and assessment of the buildings at Home Farm, Wanlip was carried out by 
C. Glenn and G. Taylor of Archaeological Project Services. Previous research had 
indicated that prehistoric, Roman and Anglo-Saxon activity was located in the general 
vicinity and, more specifically, the site was located near to Wanlip Hall, a building of 
18th century or earlier origin, and the medieval church and village remains (Harvey 
I 996). 

Documentary research undertaken as part of the present investigation indicated that 
the farm, which is immediately adjacent to the parish church of Our Lady and St. 
Nicholas, was the site of the former parsonage. A series of glebe terriers dating from 
1690 to 1724 provided details of the parsonage and associated buildings. 
Four main phases of building were identified (ill us. 2): 

Phase l stone walling 
Phase 2 buildings recorded on 1839 tithe map (northern wing/church hall) 
Phase 3 earliest brick farm buildings (evident on 1885 OS map) 
Phase 4 brick extensions or storey additions (since 1945?) 
If not employing reused masonry, then the Phase 1 stone walls may be remnants of 

certain of the parsonage buildings noted in the 17th and 18th century glebe terriers. 
Aligned north-south, these stone walls are most probably identifiable with the buildings 
that were similarly oriented in 1690 and subsequently, as specified in the terriers . 
These structures were an apparently L-shaped parsonage house and a barn of 3 bays. 
However, the western stone wall survives to a maximum height of approximately Im 
and may, alternatively, represent an early boundary. 

Cartographic evidence suggests that the earliest of the extant structures is the northern 
wing to the north range, as this is the only building clearly recorded on the 1839 tithe 
map. Most of the remainder of the farmyard complex was in existence by 1885 when the 
present courtyard arrangement was recorded on the Ordnance Survey map. Most of the 
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buildings, with the exception of the north range stables and the farmhouse, are single 
storey. Several of the buildings around the courtyard have kingpost roof trusses which, in 
Leicestershire, are fairly common in such low, single-storey, buildings to the late 19th 
century. The two storey stables also has a kingpost roof. It would appear that the 
farmhouse on the south side of the west range was the earliest building in the farmyard 
complex, though the courtyard arrangement was probably created at one time and a 
single storey dairy erected against the farmhouse. At an undetermined time since then, 
but within living memory, this dairy building was raised to two storeys and converted to 
domestic quarters and modem additions were made to the west side of the farmhouse. 
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Whetstone, St. Peters Church (SP 5575 9755) Tim Higgins 

An archaeological evaluation was undertaken by ULAS for the PCC in advance of the 
construction of a disabled toilet for St. Peters Church, Whetstone which was to abut 
the entrance porch and the north wall. The foundation trenches were hand excavated 
to formation depth but no archaeological deposits were revealed. The archive will be 
deposited with Leicestershire Museums (X.A44. l 998). 

Witherley, Fenny Drayton, Church Lane, Church of St. Michael 
and All Angels (SP 350 971) Richard Pollard 

Keith Scott observed the excavation of five mole inspection pits dug in conjunction 
with the provision of gas heating to the church, across the churchyard west of the path 
to the south porch. No significant archaeological deposits were recorded and no finds 
recovered. Finds of Roman building material have been made previously in the 
churchyard (TLAHS, 69, pp.131-134) which lies immediately north of the Leicester
Mancetter Roman road alignment. The archives of both observations are with LMARS 
(SMR no. 39 NE.AB). 

Witherley, Ratcliffe Culey, Church Lane, Church of All Saints 
(SP 326 994) Richard Pollard 

A painted text was recorded photographically by the author and Sue Wilkins for 
LMARS. It is likely to be a biblical text dating to between 1750 and 1890, painted 
secco (C. Brooke, pers comm). Its situation, in the south wall of the nave opposite the 
north entrance, would have made it a prominent exhortation to the congregation. It is 
hoped that conservation of the text will be possible; the plaster onto which it was 
painted is in poor condition. The archive is with LMARS (SMR no. 39NW.R). 

Worthington, (SK 412 212) Jennifer Browning 

An archaeological watching brief undertaken by ULAS for Breedon plc. during the 
excavation of a trench for electricity cables east of Worthington, Leicestershire crossed 
the sites of a post-medieval cottage and stone structures connected with canalisation of 
Bolden Brook. The foundations of the cottages, which showed evidence of stone and 
brick phases of construction, were found to be at a shallow depth, barely cutting the 
substratum. The archive will be deposited with LMARS. 
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Wymeswold, 49 Far Street (SK 603 235) Bob Trubshaw 

A watching brief was undertaken by the author (the Parish Archaeological Warden) for 
Wymeswold Parish Council and LMARS, during construction of three dwellings. The 
topsoil had been stripped, and the foundation trenches all cut through the sandy 
subsoil. No evidence was apparent that the subsoil had been disturbed prior to the 
development excavations. Finds were restricted to post-medieval glazed 'pancheon 
ware' and terracotta and asbestos pipes. The archive is with LMARS. 

RUTLAND 

The Rutland Water Fieldwalking Survey 1990-94 Nicholas ].Cooper 

This report summarises the preliminary findings of a systematic fieldwalking survey of 
25 fields in the parishes of Empingham and Hambleton surrounding Rutland Water 
reservoir. The work was undertaken by staff and students from the School of 
Archaeological Studies at Leicester University with initial input from Leicestershire 
Museums Archaeological Survey Team (LMAST). The survey was undertaken to 
complement the Rutland Water Project, an English Heritage-funded analysis of 
excavations undertaken in advance of the reservoir's construction between 1967 and 
1973 (Cooper 1996 and forthcoming). 

In 1990 a block of seven fields (1-7) were surveyed in the north-western quarter of 
Empingham parish (SK 940 090). No occupation sites were identified but minor flint 
scatters of densities less than 20 pieces/hectare indicated transient Neolithic and 
Bronze Age activity. In 1991, field 8, split between Empingham and Normanton 
parishes (SK 938 066) revealed a large flint scatter indicative of occupation during the 
Neolithic or Bronze Age (comprising nearly 800 pieces and covering about 10 
hectares) as well as a Roman pottery manuring scatter probably relating to the 
farmstead site partly excavated in 1973 immediately to the north in Renner's Park (SK 
9362 0670, Cooper forthcoming, Site 6). Fields 9 and 10 (SK 952 075 and SK 953 
078) on Bunker's Hill south of the village in Empingham parish revealed no new sites. 

Work in the east of Empingham parish was undertaken in 1992 (fields 16-19) and 
1994 (fields 20-24). Again, flint scatters in all fields indicated transient activity of 
Neolithic or Bronze Age date. Roman activity was indicated by a thin scatter of pottery 
in field 16 (SK 959 086) coinciding with a dense scatter of Saxo-Norman Stamford 
Ware probably relating to infield manuring from the medieval closes recognised form 
earthwork evidence along Mill Lane (Hartley 1983, 14 fig.13). No other occupation 
sites were identified in the other fields walked. 

Survey on the Hambleton Peninsula began in 1992 (fields 11-15 and 25). Field 11 
(SK 919 069) has previously been recognised as the site of a rectangular Iron Age 
enclosure (Pickering and Hartley 1985, p.64 no. l). Traverse and stint survey of the 
field and a gridwalk over the cropmark, yielded only a handful of scored ware sherds of 
Middle or Late Iron Age date, amongst a large assemblage of Romano-British pottery 
predominantly of third and fourth century date (with a density of approximately 40 
sherds/hectare over the cropmark using traverse and stint). The field also revealed a 
substantial flint scatter indicative of possible Neolithic or Bronze Age settlement with a 
density of over 100 pieces/hectare and coinciding with the area of the cropmark. 
Adjacent field 12 on sloping ground (SK 922 068) was almost devoid of archaeological 
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material other than flint (with density of less than 20 pieces/hectare) and would not 
appear to have been ploughed until recent times. 

Fields 13 (SK 907 073), 14 (SK 914 072), and 15/25 (SK 911 075) also produced 
minor scatters of worked flint indicative of transient activity (up to 20 pieces per 
hectare). The north-western part of field 15/25 (SK 910 077) yielded a substantial 
Romano-British pottery scatter over an area of about 4 hectares with densities of 30 to 
40 sherds per hectare and with a manuring scatter of 10 to 15 sherds per hectare over 
the remainder of the field. The presence of Roman occupation had previously been 
indicated by fieldwalking undertaken by Mr. and Mrs. Drake (Brown 1975, p.14). A 
small scatter of Iron Age (single sherd) and Early Anglo-Saxon pottery (six sherds) 
coincided with this concentration and future walking under more favourable conditions 
would probably confirm these as occupation sites. 

A detailed analysis of the worked flint from the survey was undertaken in 1993 by 
Nicholas Herepath (Herepath, 1993 unpublished MA dissertation for Post-Excavation 
Skills, University of Leicester, held in the University Library). All finds and detailed 
archive records are currently held at Leicester University. Thanks are due to the 
students who took part in the survey and the farmers who granted access. 
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Main Street Farm, Barrowden, Rutland (SK 949 001) James Meek 

An archaeological evaluation by trial trenching was undertaken by ULAS at Main 
Street Farm, Main Street, Barrowden, Rutland, for the Burley House Preservation 
Trust. The remains of a possible medieval building, including part of a beaten earth 
floor and rendered wall were revealed adjacent to Kings Lane. In the northern part of 
the site two pits were revealed, one small undated pit and the second a large, deep and 
steep sided feature of likely medieval date. Archaeological excavation of the building 
was undertaken in January 1998 and a full report is being prepared. 
The finds and archive will be deposited with RCM (A2. l 998). 

Belton in Rutland (SK 82 01) Elaine Jones 

A water mill site west of the village of Belton was surveyed in April 1997; a full report 
appears in Rutland Record 18 1998. 
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Egleton (SK 86 07) Elaine Jones 

Fieldwalking by the Rutland Local History and Record Society (RLHRS) 
Archaeological Group produced late Iron Age, including 'Belgic', and Roman pottery 
indicative of a site. This may relate to a square enclosure recorded on RAF vertical 
photographs (Leicestershire SMR no. 80NE.AF). Over 100 worked flints were also 
retained. A report was provided by Elaine Jones. The finds are with RLHRS pending 
transfer to RCM. 

Empingham, Main Street, Loves Lane 
(SK 9551 0877 and 9533 0885) John Thomas 

An evaluation by ULAS for Mr. W. A. Weed, on a site north of Main Street and 
adjacent to Loves Lane, Empingham, Rutland, revealed 12th century stone 
foundations and a possible floor level fronting on to Main Street with possible 
prehistoric deposits to the rear. The finds and archive will be deposited with RCM 
(Al3.1997)). 

Empingham, 8 Church Street , Rutland (SK 950 086) Sally Warren 

An archaeological watching brief undertaken by ULAS for Mr. J. Margerison, during 
the groundworks for the construction of a new house at the rear of 8 Church Street, 
Empingham, Rutland, showed evidence of footings for a 17th/18th century barn. No 
other evidence of archaeological remains was located. The archive will be deposited 
with RCM (AS.1998). 

Empingham, Rutland (SK 950 085) Nicholas J. Cooper 

Fieldwalking survey of nineteen fields in the parish undertaken by Leicester University 
as part of the Rutland Water Project between 1990-94, revealed a substantial flint 
scatter of Neolithic or Bronze Age date at SK 938 066 spreading into Normanton 
parish. All fields produced evidence for transient Neolithic and Bronze Age activity. 
Evidence relating to Roman occupation was identified at this location and at 
SK959086. A dense Saxo-Norman Stamford Ware pottery scatter was also identified 
at SK 959 086. Additionally, random 2ollection of worked flint was undertaken along 
the north shoreline of the reservoir between SK 938 082 and SK 929 082 and 
beyond into Whitwell parish to SK 920 083 indicating later Mesolithic to Bronze Age 
activity. 

Exton, Barnsdale Wood (SK 910 090) Elaine Jones 

In January 1997, Clive and Elaine Jones visited the northern part of Barnsdale Wood 
and noted the general state of the woodland and rides, the wood boundaries and the 
Rutland Water shoreline. The wood, an SSS!, lies on landslipped slopes cut into the 
Upper Lias, and contains indicators of ancient woodland . It is thought to be part of 
the medieval hunting park (c. 1206 - 1602). Evidence for earlier woodland and parish 
boundaries marked by banks, ditches and walls was recorded. A full report appears in 
Rutland Record, 18 (1998). 
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Great Casterton, Main Street (TF 001 088) Sally Warren 

An archaeological watching brief undertaken during the groundworks for a new church 
room in Main Street, Great Casterton, for the Rector and Wardens of Great Casterton 
Church showed no evidence of archaeological features or deposits. The archive will be 
deposited with RCM (A6. l 998). 

Great Casterton, Ryhall Road (TF 004 094) Sally Warren 

An archaeological watching brief undertaken by ULAS for Anglian Water Services during 
the laying of a new water main on Ryhall Road, Great Casterton, showed no evidence of 
archaeological deposits or features. The archive will be deposited with RCM. 

Hambleton, Rutland (SK 910 075) Nicholas J.Cooper 

Fieldwalking survey of six fields on the Hambleton Peninsula undertaken by Leicester 
University as part of the Rutland Water Project in 1992 and 1994, yielded evidence for 
Neolithic or Bronze Age, Iron Age and Roman occupation on the site of a previously 
recognised Iron Age cropmark enclosure site at SK 919 069. A substantial Roman site 
with evidence for Iron Age and Early Anglo-Saxon activity was found at SK 910 077. 

Langham, Rutland (SK 843 109) Sally Warren 

An archaeological watching brief by ULAS for Mr. G. Noble during ground clearance 
associated with the erection of a new dwelling house on land located to the east of 10 
Melton Road, Langham, Rutland showed no evidence of archaeological deposits or 
features. The archive will be deposited with RCM (Al0.1997). 

Lyddington (SP 863 972) Elaine Jones 

Fifty-two worked flints were recovered from a footpath east of the Uppingham/ 
Caldecott road. The material appears to be of 'flake' technique and includes scrapers 
and retouched pieces and appears to indicate a Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age 
presence. The site was found by Peter Tomalin and the finds and records are with 
RCM (A2 l. l 997). 

Market Overton, Woodhead Close, The Stables (SK 889 161) Richard Pollard. 

The excavation of a foundation trench for a house on the southern edge of the historic 
village core was observed by the author for LMARS. This trench cut across a 
demolished stone building, but failed to reveal any foundations of the latter, which was 
presumably a surface built structure entirely removed prior to topsoil stripping. No 
significant archaeological deposits were recorded and no finds made. The archive is 
with LMARS. 

Martinsthorpe (SK 867 044) Robert Ovens and Sheila Sleath 

Fieldwalking adjacent to the deserted medieval village earthworks in the winter of 
1995-6 produced prehistoric, Roman, Saxon and medieval pottery together with 
Mesolithic and Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age flint. Other finds included iron slag, 
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clay pipe fragments and a coin of Elizabeth I. Finds and archive are with LMARS 
(Al44. 1995). 

Oakham Parish Fieldwalking Survey (SK 85 07) Elaine Jones 

Five more fields were walked by RLHRS. Finds await identification, but include a flint 
tranchet axe of the Mesolithic/Early Neolithic period (Tim Clough pers. comm.). 
Finds are with RCM (A. 131-2.1996; Al42-3.1996; Al9.1997) 

Oakham, Northgate Street (SK 858 089) Sally Warren 

An archaeological evaluation by ULAS for the Allan Joyce Architects during ground 
clearance after demolition of Oakham Methodist church, Northgate Street, Oakham, 
Rutland revealed evidence of a medieval pit. This may have been within a medieval 
property fronting onto Northgate Street. The archive will be deposited with LMARS 
(A18.1997). 

Oakham, Burley Road (SK 869 096) Mark Hewson and Roger White 

An archaeological excavation was carried out by BUFAU at land south of Burley Road, 
Oakham, throughout September 1997. The principal features included part of an 
enclosure on the western side of the trench of possible middle to late Iron Age date 
with a later extension to the east dated to the late Iron Age to early Roman period. A 
number of features associated with habitation and use of the settlement were identified. 
Finds of pottery, worked flint and animal bone were associated with these features. 
Part of the site was sealed by a layer of colluvium. Overlying the colluvium were 
features possibly representing the truncated remains of later Roman or medieval 
activity. The upper levels of the site had been severely eroded by ridge and furrow 
ploughing of late or early post-medieval date and further damage had been caused by 
at least two distinct phases of post-medieval drainage systems. A full analysis of the 
finds and environmental information will be included in the forthcoming final report. 

Oakham (c. SK 84 08) 

Fieldwalking by the RLHRS Archaeology Group west of Oakham revealed a Roman 
site producing 44 sherds. 

South Luffenham, Church of St. Mary the Virgin (SK 941 019) Richard Pollard 

The excavation of a trench in the churchyard dug to provide a new gas supply for the 
church was watched by the author for LMARS. A 'mole' was used to pass under the 
boundary wall. Digging of an inspection pit in the north-west comer of the churchyard 
revealed a barrel vaulted brick chamber. This is aligned north-south and is built against 
the west wall of the churchyard, with a span of c 2.0m, and bricks generally 81/z" x 4" x 
3" in size without a frog. The brick size suggests that the structure post dates 1850, 
when the duty on bricks was repealed. The chamber has a minimum length of 4.5m, as 
shown by the presence of rotten timbers possibly marking an entrance and bricks 60mm 
below the turf opposite the tower. The chamber was partly filled with brick rubble, and 
it was not possible to enter it. It is to be backfilled for reasons of safety, the vault having 
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been breached by the inspection pit. Its width would permit the laying out of lead 
coffins on an east-west axis, but there is no tradition of a burial vault having been 
constructed; the incumbent was unaware of its existence. The archive is with LMARS 
(SMR no. 90SW.AG). 

Stoke Dry (SP 857 960) Elaine Jones 

Mesolithic and Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age flint together with medieval pottery 
were recovered by A.Jones in 1995 on the eastern shores of Eyebrook Reservoir when 
the water level had been reduced by about six feet for maintenance work. Archive and 
finds are with RCM (A22.1995). 

Tixover, Church of St. Luke (SP 970 997) Richard Pollard 

Provision of oil-fired heating at the church necessitated the excavation of a pit ,to take 
the oil tank and a service trench, in the churchyard of the 12th century church. The 
work was watched by the author for LMARS. 

The tank pit is situated in the north-west comer of the churchyard, from which the 
pipe ran south, passing the west face of the tower. It turned to run parallel to the south 
face, entering the church in the angle formed by the tower and the south aisle. The pit 
was excavated to a depth of 730mm, the trench to 700mm at the north end, reducing to 
450-SOOmm at its south, and to a maximum of 600mm south of the tower. A 300-
400mm thick deposit of plaster, limestone and Collyweston roofing slate was revealed 
below 300mm of topsoil in the pit, containing sherds of medieval pottery and tile. The 
pottery appears to be Stanion-Lyveden type ware, possible LMARS fabric LY5, with 
very coarse shelly inclusions: a coil built unglazed vessel with vertical applique ribs, 
probably 13th to 14th century. The ridge tile is green glazed, in Bourne B Ware, also of 
13th to 14th century date (McCarthy and Brooks 1988, pp.255-259). 

Two skulls were exposed in the east section of the pipe trench, 500mm deep, north 
of the tower. No indication of grave pits or coffins was observed. Whilst these burials 
were being recorded, the machine cut through an oolitic limestone coffin in the angle 
of the tower and south aisle. There was no lid; the top of the coffin itself lies 200mm 
below the ground surface. Disarticulated vertebra and fragments of lower mandible 
were present in the disturbed fill. A second stone coffin was recorded to the west, in 
the section of the trench south of the tower. Two stones were present, one possibly a 
lid to the other; the upper Jay 120-300mm below the ground surface. 

The deposit of structural materials in the pit could relate to the 13th century work 
which saw the erection of the aisles. The presence of at least two stone coffins in the 
south west angle formed by the church tower and south aisle is matched by that of four 
exposed 13th/14th century slabs in the angle formed by the north aisle and chancel, with 
a fifth in the angle of the south aisle and east wall of the late 15th century porch. These 
five slabs are all Listed Monuments, Grade II, and coped. Not enough of the slab in the 
pipe trench was exposed to show whether it too was coped, or flat. The two stone 
coffins revealed by the excavation were not covered by the Listing; the damage done to 
the lidless one is to be regretted. The archive and finds are with RCM (A27 .1998). 
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Uppingham, 16 High Street East (SP 8672 9967) Elaine Jones 

The excavation of foundations to the rear of the Lake Isle Hotel was watched by the 
author for the RLHRS and LMARS. Nothing of archaeological interest could be seen 
and no datable finds were recovered. The archive is with LMARS(SMR no. 89NE.V). 

Uppingham, 56 High Street East 
(SP 8685 9965) Tony Gnanaratnam and Sally Warren 

Following evaluation by trial trenching in May 1997, a small scale excavation was 
carried out at 54-6 High Street East, Uppingham, in September 1997. The footprint of 
a proposed dwelling house was excavated revealing the remains of an oven or hearth of 
possible late medieval date and a post-medieval metalled path leading southwards from 
the High Street. Other features included a sandstone rubble make-up and a number of 
post holes or tree holes. Although most of the features were of post-medieval or 
modern date, residual pottery was recovered ranging in date from Roman, through 
Saxo-Norman to medieval. A watching brief undertaken during the groundworks for 
drainage, access and a garage revealed a scatter of features of a probable post-medieval 
to modern date. The finds and archive will be deposited with RCM (Al 2.1997). 

Uppingham, Market Place, Church of St. Peter and St. Paul 
(SP 886 996) Elaine Jones. 

A watching brief was undertaken by the author, the Parish Archaeological Warden, for 
the RLHRS during work at the west end of the north aisle. A paved area of about 2m 
square was replaced. The stone foundation of a 14th century 'quatrefoil' pier and an 
east-west wall foundation were exposed. A decayed stone block had been cut away, 
presumably to accommodate the pier, and appears to have been incorporated into the 
west wall. It is possibly a remnant of the Norman church which is reputed to have been 
rebuilt in the 14th century, the date of the tower. The archive is with LMARS (SMR 
no. 89NE.AK). 

Whissendine, St. Andrew's Church (SK 834 143) Sally Warren. 

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken during the construction of a new 
ringing floor in the tower of the church, which also included the unblocking of an 
earlier doorway into the tower staircase. The archive will be deposited with RCM 
(A7.I998). 

Whitwell, Main Street, Rutland (SK 926 087) James Meek 

A small scale archaeological evaluation by trial trenching was undertaken on an area of 
land fronting onto Main Street, Whitwell. The footings of two walls, possibly from the 
same structure, were recorded close to the street frontage. The trench in the centre of 
the site revealed two features that could date from the medieval period, a possible 
robbed out wall and a large backfilled well or pit. Post-medieval layers and features 
were revealed on the western edge of the area. The archive will be deposited with 
RCM (All.1997). 
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Review 
Old Sleaford Revealed. A Lincolnshire settlement in Iron Age) Roman) Saxon and Medieval 
times: excavations 1882-1995) by Sheila M. Elsdon. Oxford; Oxbow Monograph, 1997. 
xiv+ 202pp. 21 plates, 91 illus. £18. ISBN 1-900188-32-5. 

Although this report deals with Old Sleaford's history and archaeology from the Middle 
Iron Age to the sixteenth century, it is for the immediately pre-Roman period that it is of 
first importance, and this very properly has the lion's share of the volume. This is the 
period when Old Sleaford has direct relevance to the history and archaeology of 
Leicestershire, since from c. 50 B.C. it was the main tribal centre of the Corieltauvi, 
whose territory included Leicestershire and Rutland. 

In the Roman period, another of the settlements of the Corieltauvi, that at Leicester, 
was promoted as the tribe's administrative centre, possibly because of its location in 
relation to the Roman road system; and Old Sleaford lost importance. Since Old 
Sleaford had continued to prosper until the middle of the second century A.D., when it 
rapidly declined, this is another pointer to the date when Leicester became the tribal 
capital, with the Roman name Ratae Corieltauvorum. (For the abandonment of the more 
familiar version of the name, Ratae Coritanorum) see supra, LVIII, 1983, 1-6, and LXVI, 
1992, 195). The spate of building activity which provided Leicester with a forum, public 
baths, and a number of well-appointed private houses, occurred at the very time when 
Old Sleaford's prosperity was declining. Before its Romanization, Leicester had been a 
comparatively minor settlement of the Corieltauvi: excavations at Leicester have so far 
revealed tantalizingly little about its pre-Romanized, Late Iron Age inhabitants. Old 
Sleaford, on the other hand, had been of far greater tribal importance in the Late Iron 
Age. 

What is remarkable about the finds from Old Sleaford is the light cast on the 
character and culture of the Corieltauvi on the eve of the Roman invasion. At one time 
they were thought to be culturally backward. But in 1963 the publication of D. F. 
Allen's study of the distribution pattern of the coinage previously supposed to have been 
Brigantian revealed that it belonged to the Corieltauvi; and since the design of its 
earliest (uninscribed) coins derived directly from Gallo-Belgic issues, it was apparent 
that the tribe was in contact with the continent. Three small fragments of the clay trays 
with circular indentations, which were used as moulds for coin blanks, have been found 
at Blackfriars in Leicester. So some minting was done here. But at Old Sleaford the 
major mint of the Corieltauvi has been identified. More than four thousand fragments 
of the coin-pellet moulds, and 24 7 pieces of the crucibles used for melting the silver, 
have been found there. This amount of mint debris is greater than from any other Iron 
Age site in the whole of Europe. Consequently, it appears that the Corieltauvi were 
minting large quantities of coin, and perhaps even producing coin-pellets for export. 
They must have been a prosperous people. 

This is borne out by the pottery finds; for their imported pottery was of fine quality 
and previously unsuspected range (Italy and Gaul, as well as the tribal kingdoms of S. 
Britain), and their own local pottery was unusually innovative in its artistic design. In 
the context of Old Sleaford's imports, finds from Leicester of Italian and Gaulish 
pottery, previously thought to have been derived indirectly from more advanced tribes in 
S. Britain, have been recognized as further evidence of the pre-Roman continental trade 
in which the Corieltauvi were engaged. 
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Excavations at Old Sleaford, mostly rescue exercises in advance of development, have 
occurred on eleven disconnected occasions from 1882 to 1995. Since after 1882 there 
was rarely funding for post-excavation work or publication, the discoveries from these 
separate excavations remained unconnected, uninterpreted, and virtually unusable. 
Individual excavators left notes and plans, and some published short notices of 
particular finds. Notable among them were Tom and Margaret Jones, who in 1960-3 
made the important discovery of the Late Iron Age settlement and the Corieltauvian 
mint. Elsdon gives a sympathetic appreciation of their life and work. Freelance 
archaeologists, who were paid only for excavating and not for time spent on 
interpretation or writing reports, they lived frugally and uncomfortably both on site and 
in the draughty cottage which was their home, while devoting themselves to 
archaeology. Margaret Jones meticulously recorded their vast quantity of finds, but 
never managed the necessary process of evaluation and interpretation. This invaluable 
service, together with a scholarly assessment of the entire corpus of archaeological 
material from this important site, has now been achieved in the present volume. Sheila 
Elsdon presents a coherent survey of its history from its Middle Iron Age origins to the 
present day, with detailed information derived from the various excavations arranged in 
chronological periods, and discussions of the most important topics (notably the mint). 

In the second half of the report, which deals with the finds, there is a valuable 
examination of the pottery by various contributors, of which the highlight is the Late 
Iron Age section by Elsdon with J. M. Oetgen. The large collection of Late Iron Age 
material from the two major excavations (1960-63 and 1984-5) is harmonized and 
reinterpreted, its chronology suggested by analogy, and its high quality recognized. This 
study of the pottery, like the debris of the mint, throws new light on the East Midlands 
before the Roman Conquest. Old Sleaford is indeed (as Professor Barry Cunliffe says in 
his Preface) 'a key site in British archaeology'. 

A. K. B. Evans University of Leicester 


